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Preface 
Church l i fe in Germany is quite dif

ferent from that in the United States. 
Over 80% of the population belongs to 
the State Chu rches, Protestant o r  
Cathol ic ,  and only a very smal l  propor
t ion of the people belong to Free 
Churches and other rel igious o rganiza
t ions. The pastors of the State Churches 
are a l l  well educated men who have 
studied at state universit ies and are also 
paid a decent salary by the state. But 
Europe's difficulty in rel igio us matters 
l ies in the fact that by far the greatest 
percentage o f  the theology p rofessors at 
the state universit ies are l iberal and 
crit ical of the Bible. It is easy to under
stand why most theologians-after s ix 
years o f  this kind of  study-are also 
l iberal and consider anyone who is not 
l iberal to be an ignoramus. 

On the other hand, pastors of the Free 
Churches have usually received their  
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tra in ing at Bible Schools wh ich are not 
state accredited, and many of these 
pastors have not even graduated from 
h igh school .  There are some exceptions 
to this rule, but general ly theologians 
trained in state un iversities in Europe 
tend to be liberal. The Bible Schools tend 
to be fundamental in outlook, although 
this position has been weakened in re
cent years. For this reason wide sections 
of the academic world in  Europe bel ieve 
that one can only bel ieve in the rel iab i l ity 
of the Bible if one is academically un 
tra ined and ignorant, i n  spite of  the fact 
that th is is not true. 

Throughout the Middle Ages and u ntil 
recent times the ecclesiastics, the doc
tors of medicine, and the lawyers were 
the culture bearers i n  Europe. They were 
in the habit of invit ing one another to 
the i r  homes and gathered regularly i n  
the i r  homes to cultivate music, the arts, 
and sciences. This is the reason why so 
many of the European phi losophers and 
s c i e nt ists arose i n  t h ose c i rc les .  
Social ism and modern l i fe have changed 
this.  Therefore these three professions 
carried a much greater weight in  the 
E uropean past than they do in the pres
ent day U n ited States. Because these 
three classes of society (which are con
sidered to be so important i n  Europe) are 
l iberal, and the evangel icals do not have 
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the same social and polit ical status as 
they do in Eng land and the United States, 
then gospel work in Europe is an ent i rely 
d ifferent proposition than in Ang losaxon 
countries-a fact which many American 
and Brit ish missionar ies have d i ff iculty in 
appreciating . 

My own father ,  who is a minister of the 
Protestant State Church , became a Chris
t ian at about f i fteen. He studied theology 
because of h is  desi re to help others find 
Christ. H is professor was the well known 
liberal theology professor Bultmann who 
is famous for attempt ing to remove the 
alleged myths of the Bible . The reason 
father's faith was not undermined d uring 
h is studies was that he belonged to a 
Bib le  study g roup of young people who 
kept h im on the  r ight lines. " But ,"  father 
told me when I asked h im about h is stu
dent days," l t  took me years afterward to 
g et r id  of the poison of the cr it ic ism of 
the Bib le which had unconsciously crept 
into my th inking . By reading , praying , 
and d iscussions with scholarly Christ ians 
in the course of the following years I 
could straighten out the crooked parts of 
l iberal university theology. My search ing 
and research ing made me capable of 
he lp ing others with their  intellectual 
prob lems with respect to the reliab i l ity of 
the Bible ." Years later father wrote two 
books on the re l iab i l ity of God's Word: 
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Science contra Bible? and Mistakes in the 
Bible? 

In  our  ch i ldhood i t  was com mo n  for a 
m i n ister of  the State Church-as wel l as 
fo r other academ ics-to employ house
hold help and nann ies. Our  spacious 
house was a lways open to everyone at 
any t ime; so we needed help.  Besides, 
people were g lad to get jobs and to earn 
money. Christian parents l iked sending 
the i r  daughters i nto a Christ ian home at
mosphere where they were p rotected and 
could learn the know-how of  Ch rist ian 
fam i ly l i fe: to cook and bake, to sew and 
i ron , and a lso some et i quette and culture 
a n d  h o w  t o  b r i n g  u p  c h i l d r e n  
-an a lmost lost art today. 

On ly after the war when socia l ism took 
over with women's emancipat ion ,  young 
g i r ls p referred to work i n  factories, 
stores, or offices. They were taught that 
housework was degradin g .  The result is 
that a g reat part of the g i r ls of  today's 
generation lack the know-how to bu i ld a 
fam i ly and home l i fe.  The consequences 
are devastat ing-50% divorce rates in 
Europe. Now the state t ries-in i ts 
atheistic way-to teach you n g  people sex 
education and the "r ights" of  the dif
ferent members of  the fam i ly ,  with the 
obvious resu lts. 

The above notes on Euro pean h istory 
and customs may serve to help the 
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American reader to understand better 
some of the cultura l  detai ls  contained in 
cidenta l ly in  the  fo l lowing account of  the 
end of  the Th i rd Reich and the beg i n n i n g  
of  Germany's attempt a t  democracy, with 
a very shaky rel i g ious culture as a base. 
Successfu l democracy can on ly  subsist i n  
a cu l ture f i rmly based on God's view o f  
mankind. 





"All history is bunk, " said Henry Ford. 

"Those who forget their history are doomed 
to repeat it. " George Santayana 

This applies to history of nations as well as 

to personal history. 





Pre-World 
War II 



Unemployed came ofte n  to father 's church office to ask for 

f inancia l  help and help with gett ing jobs and a lso for per

sonal  coun se l i n g .  

My father receiving such a one solic i t ing he lp .  

My m other 

and my 

great-grandmother. 



Chapter 1 

Conditions in 
Germany 

The years before the second World War 
were eventful t imes in Germany. Around 
1929 there were hard years of  depression 
and i nconceivable m isery, especia l ly i n  
the big cit ies. Thousands, even m i l l io ns 
of  peop le were without jobs, poverty· 
str icken , sufferi n g  from hunger and cold, 
and l iv ing in p laces unfit for human 
habitation, such as cel lars, ruins, and 
backyards. Many died-others were 
str icken with diseases due to ma ln utr i
t ion and unhealthy and dirty dwell ings. 
Cr ime flourished. Peop le who suffer so 
i mmensely become bitter, frustrated, and 
rebel l ious. Many turned to communism 
for hope and the chance to f ight for a bet
ter existence. Throughout these sad a nd 
u n imaginably hard years, my father, 
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Wilhelm Gottwa ldt ,  was a Lutheran 
pastor in  one of  the poorest workers' 
quarters in  Ber l in .  He spent many 
s leepless n ights because of  the peop le 's 
condi t ion .  How cou ld  he he lp?  H e  knew 
these hopeless, despa i r i ng ,  aggressive 
people needed he lp ,  both spir i tua l ly and 
materia l ly .  He prayed for gu idance,  then 
began to put  feet to h i s  p rayers.  H is f i rst 
step was to in it iate a warm room as a 
s o u p  k i t c h e n  w h e re p o o r  jobl e s s  
workmen and t h e i r  fam i l ies cou l d  g e t  a 
free bowl  of warm soup o nce a day. At the 
same t ime he gave a short Christ ian 
message .  The Christ ians of  the church 
who had a job paid for the food .  N ext he 
started house visitat ions al l  over h i s  
par ish . Every day father vis ited a certa in  
n umber of people persona l ly ,  m ost of 
whom had never entered a ch urch i n  the i r  
l ives .  He visited every fam i ly i n  the 
parish , house by house,  upsta i rs and 
downsta i rs ,  hundreds of  steps and sta i rs 
d a i l y . . .  c r o w d e d  a t t i c s w i t h  n o  
wal l paper,  no heat ing ,  fu l l  of  rags 
. . .  dark cel lars without l i ght o r  w indows,  
damp breeding  p laces of  infect ious 
d i seases ,  d i rt ,  and severe pove rty. 
Gradual ly father 's love won the i r  con
f idence.  They fe l t  at l iberty to a i r  the i r  
complaints ,  te l l  h im the i r  suffer ings ,  the i r  
needs ,  the i r  p roblems,  the i r  fears.  in an 
effort to he lp  them f ind jobs, dwel l i ng  
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places, money, and medic ine ,  h e  went 
from one government office to the other,  
interceded with the wealthy,  and shared 
with the Chr ist ians on behalf  of the needs 
of these people .  The Ch ristians in  h is  
church prayed with h im about a l l  the  
specia l  prob lems.  He to ld h is members 
about these needs so they cou ld  par
t ic ipate in  the b less ing of exper iencing 
answers to the i r  p rayers. My father 
witnessed to these outcasts of society 
that Chr ist and H is  fo l lowers loved and 
cared fo r them , even i f  society as a whole 
d id not.  My dear mother often went with 
him on these visits .  She had a warm and 
gentle heart ,  open and ready to he lp 
everybody who suffered or  was de
pressed.  After a wh i l e  my parents 
became so respected by these poor peo
ple that nobody would ever have dared to 
hurt them . 

Dur ing these terr ib le years even the 
pol ice were often afra id  to r isk go ing 
a lone into the backyards and m iserable 
quarters of the commun ist areas of Berl in  
. . .  i f  they wanted somebody, they cal led 
the i r names from the streets o r  sent a 
group of armed pol icemen into the 
backyards.  They were often attacked or 
shot at by these desperate, violent peo
p le .  But father went everywhere-in the 
backyards or in  the darkest cel l a rs-and 
was never molested. 1 remember him tel l-
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ing us years afterward that he regu la rly 
visited a poor inva l id who suffered from 
tubercu losis. "He had l a in  for years in  a 
dark stuffy w indowless room in a cel lar  
with dam p ,  m i ldew-covered, concrete 
wal ls. A large p iece of rag hung  from the 
cei l i ng  which served as a door.  He lay 
there a lone day after day, n ight after 
n i ght ,  with scarcely anyone to look after 
h i m .  A nei g hbor came each morning to 
bring h i m  food. I used to feel my way 
down the dark cel la r  sta i rs ,  a long the 
humid dirty wal ls,  push the rag curta in  
aside, and search for the emaciated hand 
of  my cough ing ,  sick friend. There he lay, 
wait ing each day for my visit . . .  for 
some words of sympathy, love, and con
so lation. He became a Christ ian and was 
a wonderful test imony to others because 
of  h is pat ience and Christ - l i ke character. " 

My mother t r ied to help by g iv ing 
jobless people jobs around t he house, for 
wh ich she paid and fed them . For a long 
t ime she employed a carpenter, Herr 
N iemann ,  fo r furn i ture repairs and toys 
for us chi ldren . After some months he 
changed from a bitter, frustrated com
mun ist to a k ind, outgo i n g  Christ ian who 
became an effic ient witness for Christ 
among his old communist workmates. 

You can wel l  u nderstand how i n  1933, 
when H itler p rom ised work and bread for 
everybody a nd posit ive Chr istian ity, he 
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was elected by a majority of 3 to 1 .  From 
then o n ,  H it ler promised, everyth ing  
would change for the better: no more 
hunger, better housing condit ions ,  a bet
ter l i fe, work for everybody, and an end to 
a l l  the i ndescribable misery-he prom
ised to m ake Germany a strong ,  un i fied, 
respected nat ion aga i n .  And what Ger
man did not cherish that wish? 

H itler immediately began to fu l fi l! h is  
promises: he created thousands-even 
m i l l ions-of jobs, by bui lding freeways 
and armaments. It real ly seemed l ike a 
m i racle; nobody was jobless, nobody was 
hungry.  But what was the price? Didn 't 
anybody notice? The pr ice was forfeited 
freedom ,  dictatorsh ip ,  debt , and ann ih i la
t ion of t he Jews: racism . The g reater h is 
success, the more i mpossible it became 
to get r id of  h i m .  He took over Austr ia 
w i t h  t h e  "A n sc h l u s s ," a b s o rbed 
Czechoslovakia ,  and then made a foo l  of  
Chamberla in  at Munich .  The German 
people were so sure that the West did not 
want war that they thought the West 
wou ld appease Hi t ler to any degree. 
H it ler was successful  in a rmament and 
dip lomacy, promised posit ive Christ ian i
ty, and spoke a lot o n  Providence. I f  o nly 
the people had read H itler's perfectly 
clear statements in h is  book, Mein 
Kampf, they easi ly could have convinced 
themselves of h i s  clear intent ions to set 
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up a world tyranny-under h imself ,  of 
course - i nvo lving the l i quidat ion  of  a l l  
Jews, togeth e r  w i th  the  enslavem e nt of  
a l l  other  races of  "non-Arians. " H is po l icy 
statements o n  these po ints are j ust as 
clear as the common pol icy statements 
enunciated by Len i n ,  Sta l i n ,  a nd the 
Marxists to set up a world o rder under 
the i r  dom i nat ion .  The trouble is that the 
common people a re too bent on the 
"dolce vita" to bother to read and pay at· 
tent ion . (Unfo rtunately, this a lso includes 
the m odern generation in the West 
today.)  In those days anyone who was not 
a party m ember could not hope for a suc· 
cessfu l career . . . making them th ink 
twice befo re l isten i n g  to the party's real 
goa ls. They stuck the i r  heads in the sand 
and hoped for the best . As long  as they 
had enough to eat at the moment and 
good prospects fo r the future ,  they asked 
no quest ions. The fam i l ies of the few 
Christ ians who saw clear ly did stand the i r  
g round, but  had to be w i l l i ng  to suffer the  
conse q u e n ces o f  resist a n c e -w h i ch 
somet imes even led to the concentrat ion 
camp. This was true even of  the school  
chi ldren and young people who studied 
at the un iversit ies. This is discussed fur· 
ther i n  the chapter on Nazi Po l icy. 

The Source of Democracy 

In  othe r  count ries, such as Eng land 
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and America, the basis of democracy is 
di rectly related to the reviva ls under 
Wh itefield and the Wesleys, a l l  of whom 
taught that  the Christ ian sho uld seek the 
best fo r the country in  which he l ived, 
should respect h is  neighbor more than 
h imself, and should bring forth the fruits 
of God's Holy Spi r it .  This was done on an 
ent i rely persona l  man-to-man basis, with 
pol i t ics a distant second i n  impo rtance. 
Of course, central  Europe had an  early 
revival under the reformers, part icularly 
Luther. But Luther compromised h imself 
with the pr inces and through them pro
duced the State Chu rch, leading to the 
idea of  the crown and the a ltar .  This pro
duced "personal  fa ith" on the basis of 
decree by the state. Peo ple became 
Lutheran or Reformed according to 
which prince or  state church ruled over 
them . This idea was perpetuated by the 
fact that you a utomatica l ly become a 
member of  the state church at bapt ism 
and confirmat ion, fo l lowed by payment 
of  chu rch taxes. This is the case even to
day. I f  o ne asks a person i f  he is a Chris
t ian  he w i l l  too often answer: "Of course, I 
am a Lutheran [o r Reformed] ."  They con
fuse church membersh ip with fa ith i n  
Christ. In  h i s  later years Luther was a lso a 
convinced ant i -Sem ite-wh ich did not 
help the spi r itual ity of his reformatio n .  
H it ler  was able t o  use th is t o  just ify his 
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ant i -Semitism . In  cont rast , Wesley and 
Whitefield pract iced the bibl ical pr inciple 
of a spi ri tual  rebirth  based on personal 
fa i th i n  Jesus Christ, fol lowed by personal 
responsibi l ity-independent of the state 
church . Wesley separated true conver
sion from in fant bapt ism and cit izensh ip. 
With the exception of Holland, the West 
Coast of Norway, and parts of Sweden , 
Europe has never experienced a nat ion
wide movement of the spi ri t  of God wh ich 
produced such fruits as the Wesleyan 
revival did. Europe always regarded the 
state in toto as the hand of God which 
was to be obeyed and never crit ic ized. 
The leader of the state, whether K ing  or 
Ka iser, was l ike the general of an a rmy, 
the soldiers of wh ich had to obey because 
it was God's w i l l  to obey. Germany, as 
well as other countr ies, experienced 
many local revivals, but they never 
spread nationwide and were a lways 
h indered by doct rinal differences, such 
as in fant baptism or conversion and the 
absolute unquest ionable authority of the 
state, i.e. , i f  the state commands murder 
in aggressive wars, even the Christ ians' 
main  duty is to support such a state 
unreservedly. 

I know of a case of a young Christ ian 
soldier who wh ile in  Russia during the 
war was ordered by h is sergeant to 
slaughter men, women , and ch ildren in  a 
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Russian vi l lage.  This was done  in reta l ia 
t ion  for the poisoning of  some of  h is men 
by the Russians. Years later-st i l l  trou
bled by his conscience-this so ldier 
asked my husband, "Do you think I was 
wrong in slaughtering these people? I can 
st i l l  see in  my memory one young mother 
in bed who had just g iven birth  to a baby. 
I could not force mysel f  to shoot her .  So I 
o rdered another so ldier to ki l l  the young 
mother and her  ch i ld. Was I g u i lty o r  
not?" He was under t h e  delusion that he  
bore no responsibi l ity , but that h is 
superior alone was responsible. He had 
sworn the oath to obey uncondit iona l ly 
a l l  o rders g iven by the state under H it ler ,  
and it would have been perjury not to 
have kept h is  oath .  

It is  th is  type of mental ity i ngra ined in  
a nat ion which a l lowed H it ler  and other 
dictators to come to power and ru le .  This 
att itude can never produce a democracy, 
but only dictatorsh ip. Among the ls
lam ics one finds exactly the same pr in 
ciples of authority, contr ibut ing  to the 
fact that no democracies have a risen 
from Islam.  When only a sma l l  m inority 
of  the people in a nat ion embrace the 
bibl ical pr incip les la id down by Wh ite
f ield and Wesley, a democracy w i l l  not 
exist fo r long. Therefore, the m ost impor
tant work we can do to maintain peace, 
true democracy, and concord on our  
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earth is teach and preach the New Testa
ment t ruths, as Wh itefield and Wesley 
did, wh ich for po l it ical reasons never 
took ho ld of central  Europe on a nat ional  
basis. The working classes i n  part icular  
were never capt ivated by New Testament 
Christ ian ity. Today the average person 
who has never known a Spirit - led and 
Spi r it-fi l led l ife st i l l  behaves in  a way 
sim i l a r  to the central  Europeans who 
elected H itler and submitted to and sup
p o rted d i c t a t o rs .  E v e n  C h r i st i a n  
m i n istries can deter iorate so fa r as to 
forget the fact that human flesh is 
capable of  a lmost anyth ing  i f  the New 
Testament Spi rit (as exempl i fied in Ph i l .  
2 and 3)  i s  neglected. Christ ian organiza
t ions a re a lso gu i l ty of  "toeing the party 
l ine" by dropp ing  spir i tual  relat ionships 
or  fel lowship  with other Christians on the 
command of  denom inat ional  headquar
ters or  other central  leadersh ip ,  thus 
forgett i n g  that the human personal ity is 
worth more to God than anyth ing else i n  
th is world, i ncluding any "Christ ian" 
organ izations. 



Chapter 2 

Nazi Policy 
One o f  the cent ral p lanks in  Nazi  

theory and doctr ine was, of  course, evolu 
t ionary theory-equal ly a central p lank in  
Marxist doct r ine today. The Nazis were 
convinced, as are Commun ists today, 
that evo lut ion had taken place, that a l l  
biology h a d  evo lved spontaneously up
ward, and that inbetween l i nks (or less 
evo l ved t ypes) s h o u l d  be act ive ly  
eradicated. They bel ieved that natural 
select ion could and should be actively 
aided, and therefore i nstituted pol it ical 
measures to eradicate the handicapped, 
the Jews, and the blacks, whom they con
sidered as "underdeveloped." They 
wanted to ra ise the Nordic status of the 
German people by impo rt ing Scandina
vian g i r ls to breed with the SS (Lebens
born E.V.) .  They wanted to create the 
German Herrenvol k  to rule over the 
world. We Christ ians knew all about th is 
later on, but at the sta rt we did not. As 
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soo n  as Christ ians became convinced of 
the real purpose of  the Naz i  po l icy, 
resistance commenced. Hiding of Jews i n  
houses became common,  and thousands 
of both Christ ians and Jews were t h rown 
i nto the h orrors of the concentrat ion 
camps. 



Chapter 3 

Kraschnitz 
From 1933-1937 father was directo r  of 

a t ra i n i ng school  for church social  
workers. He trained them according to 
bibl ical  pri nciples. Most of them were 
educated to work  i n  churches ,  i n  
hospitals,  and especially in  a big home 
for the mentally i l l  a nd menta l ly handi
capped. The home had been founded 
yea rs a g o  by a fa i thfu l  Chr ist i a n  
nobleman,  G raf v o n  der Recke, and was 
situated not far from us in Eastern Ger
m any. The poor handicapped people 
were cared for with Christian love, and 
our whole fam i ly regularly v isited t hem in 
our free t ime. A n umber of  them were 
t rue Chr isti ans. Some of them , in spite of  
the i r  handicaps,  were wonderfully g i fted 
i n  craftsmansh ip ,  memoriz ing ,  o r  as ac
tors. We knew o ne young man who had 
memorized a whole Christ ian hymn 
book .  If you asked h i m  which song ap
peared on page 111, he wou ld im-
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mediately answer "What a Friend We 
Have in Jesus," o r  vice versa. He a lso 
knew his Bible verses. Another boy of  
about 12 years was a bri l l iant mathemati 
cian who could so lve the m ost com
p l icated problems. There was an o ld 
countess who got up every day at a cer
ta in  hour, dressed up, and went  to the sta
t ion to take the parade with h undreds of  
so ldiers and officers; she answered the 
sa lutes and went through all  the formal 
regal ia, a lthough not a s ingle man was 
there. She l ived with her fantasy in by
gone days and imagined it a l l .  

After a few years o u r  fam i ly moved t o  a 
different part of  Germany to take on a 
ch urch in  Pommeran ia .  Soon we learned 
from good friends that H it ler's reg ime 
wanted to get rid of the menta l ly defi 
cient and menta l ly handicapped. They 
appointed a day on which the inmates of 
the inst itut ion had to pass var ious k inds 
of exam inations: they had to so lve 
mathematical  problems, write down dic
tation, and answer quest ions-wh ich 
were then graded. A comm ission decided 
that on ly the handicapped with the best 
grades could stay in  the home. Al l  the 
other sick who had not passed the test 
were loaded into a tra in ,  transported to a 
camp,  and then gassed. The shocking 
th ing was that many of  the handicapped, 
when they were put onto that t ra in ,  had a 
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p remonit ion that they were going to be 
slaughtered. Our fr iend, a nurse , who told 
us about these cruel happe n ings many 
years later ,  said that many of these handi
capped people were Christ ians and knew 
somehow where they were bei ng taken .  
They had started to  s ing  Christ ian 
hymns. The nurses were not able to hold 
back their  tears because they loved these 
dear people .  But the Christ ian handi
capped conso led them: "Don't  cry for us, 
we know where we are go ing .  We are go
ing to heaven to be with Jesus."  What 
courageous Christ ians many of them 
were!  When my parents heard about 
these inhumane happen ings,  they were 
heartbroken . . .  the attrocit ies were in
creasing .  





World War II 





Chapter 4 

Gollnow 
The g reatest p a rt o f  my ea r l y  

chi ldhood 1 spent with m y  two s isters, 
Rosemare and Chr ist iane ,  and o u r  
parents i n  a smal l Hanseat ic  town in  the 
eastern part of Germany. The town , 
Go l lnow,  lay in  the m idst of beautiful 
pine woods and the o ld h istoric houses 
were surrounded by a p icturesque city 
wa l l  with four  beautiful towers and city 
gates . A r iver used by merchant fleets 
dur ing  the Hanseatic t imes flowed a long 
one part  of the city wa l l .  Our o ld h istoric 
vicarage, with its th ick wa l ls ,  lay near the 
stately goth ic  brick church-where father 
reg u lar ly p reached-and the square cob
blestone market place. We l ived in an old 
house with ten spacious rooms,  a l l  
beaut ifu l ly fu rnished with part ly antique 
furn i ture and many va luable musical in 
st ruments. Our  fam i ly l ived harmon ious
ly and happi ly together and our parents 
surrounded us with love. They l ived a rea l 
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Christ ian l i fe and were an example to us. 
In  the m idst of  these happy years to

gether, World War I I  broke out .  At t h is 
t ime most of  the pastors were cal led up  
for m i l itary service. As  father suffered 
from a valvu lar heart d isease, he was not  
cal led up to war and could stay at home,  
but he had to look after the churches of  
other pastors who had to f ight in  the war 
-about twelve churches in  the neighbo r
ing area , besides h is church i n  Go l lnow 
where we l ived .  As  there were no cars
a l l  cars were used for the war by the army 
and not by private cit izens-he had to 
travel by horse and coach or  by sleigh in  
winter. Every Sunday he used to get up 
very early to get around to a l l  the d i f
ferent churches to preach.  In  w inter he 
put on his th ick heavy fur coat and cap 
and was wrapped in a warm b lanket . 
Mother usua l ly d rove with h i m ,  as she 
was the o rgan ist in the var ious vi l l age 
churches, with t heir old mechanical  p ipe 
o rgans. She would h ide her feet in  a b ig  
fur foot warmer. When we were younger,  
we usual ly stayed at home with our nan
ny ,  as the thermometer somet imes sank 
considerably below zero . When a l itt le 
o lder, we enjoyed go ing  with them and 
help ing to t read the o ld  o rgan bel lows. 
Then off they went with their  coachm a n :  
the l itt le horse bells r ing ing a l l  t h e  way 
through the silent th ick forests in deep 
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snow. I t  was a n  enchanted fa i ry land with 
the beautiful snow-laced branches of the 
t rees, the thousandfo ld g l itter ing of the 
snow crystals in the sun ,  the stamping of 
the beautifu l elegant horses, and the con
stant gentle jing l ing  of the bel ls. The 
sle igh seemed to be fly ing as if weight
less. We always felt sorry when it came to 
a stop ,  but in  the old cosy country 
churches, which in  those t imes were 
never heated, we were a lways greeted by 
a friendly wait ing crowd, eager to l isten 
to God's Word. In spite of the Nazis ,  who 
were very much against real bibl ical 
Ch ristians, these fa ithful people, most ly 
farmers, were not to be int im idated and 
stuck to the Bible and their church . The 
schoo l  teachers were sometimes r igorous 
Nazis who forbade the ch i ldren to go to 
Sunday school and church-without suc
cess. They made the pupi ls who went to 
church stand up and be ridicu led,  but 
most of them did not m ind. "So you st i l l  
g o  to Sunday school?  How ridicu lous! 
You know very wel l al l  the stor ies they 
teach you from the Bible a re not t rue, 
they are Jewish myths! A t rue German 
boy o r  g ir l  has noth ing  to do with Jewish 
fables. We Germans a re proud, hard, and 
stron g  and despise the weak ,  the sick,  
and inferior races. The Bible teaches you 
to love the poor ,  the sick ,  and the weak 
and to be sympathet ic-which is the op-
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pos ite of our  'Fuhrer's' teach i n g .  Be 
carefu l !  We do not l i ke it !" 

The church attendance in these v i l 
lages was  very h igh ,  wh ich made the Nazi  
leaders fu r ious.  They t ried for a t ime to 
open a travel ing cinema in  the vi l lage and 
show excit ing f i lms at  church t ime on 
Sundays in  an attempt to entice people 
away from church-but in  va i n .  They had 
to close the cinemas because pract ica l ly 
no one went there. 

Once every year my father held a 
gospel campaign in  these v i l l age church
es . In  the even ings father and mother and 
some of the o lder members o f  the brass 
band of our  town church drove to the 
v i l lages by horse and trap .  Our  young 
people's cho i r  and the young inst rumen
ta l ists cycled through the dark woods. I 
sha l l  never fo rget the s ing ing  and 
laughing and joking on these tr ips .  We 
experienced a real reviva l in some of the 
vi l lages dur ing these gospel campaig ns.  
The churches were crowded even ing  after 
even i ng, and up to 50% of the whole 
populat ion (babies and o ld and sick in
cl uded) took part regu la r ly i n  the 
meet ings .  There was a rea l hunger fo r the 
wo rd of God and convict ion of  s in .  Many 
became convinced Ch r ist ians .  When 
wa lk ing through the fields in  the summer 
t ime, you could hear the peop le s ing ing  
the  good o ld  revival hymns wh i le 
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harvest ing and work ing at home. 
Dur ing the last years of  H it ler's ru le  in 

Germany, my two sisters and I went to a 
h igh  school i n  our  romantic l itt le town . 
We loved this school  where we had made 
so many good friends, but not everyth ing  
was as  n ice as  it  looked on the surface .  
One or  two of the teachers were fanatic 
Nazis and tr ied to c l imb up the ladder in 
their career by spying through the i r  
pupi ls on various fam i l ies, especia l ly 
those who did not keep to the party l i ne .  
Our fam i ly be longed to that category.  So  
our parents instructed us  to be  very 
caut ious and susp ic ious toward every
th ing we were asked. One of  these 
teachers had the habit of l ett ing  us wr i te 
essays on special  topics-such as "What 
do you th ink about racism?" -and there
by extract ing  a l l  wanted informat ion 
about our  parents' op in ions and do ings. 
Many chi ldren suspected noth ing and 
free ly and without any inh ibit ions told 
every secret , without their  parents even 
knowing it. They were surprised when the 
pol ice knocked at their  parents' door .  So 
we lea rned very early never to g ive away 
any info rmation and be caut ious toward 
people :  lack of caut ion might  mean en
danger ing somebody's l i fe-maybe a 
Jew's l i fe o r  some po l it ical refugee's who 
had come to our home for he lp .  It took 
me many years in  my later l i fe to over-
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The a uthor a s  a ch i ld  at 10  in the costume of the Hitler 

Youth.  Every c h i ld from 10 years on  had to wear this 

un iform. 
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come th is deeply rooted distrust toward 
people, which was so necessary at that 
t ime for safety's sake. We learned to g ive 
answers wh ich gave no i n fo rmation. Yet 
it is important in normal l i fe to be able to 
t rust and have confidence in other peo
p le,  if  we are to bu i ld any human relat ion
ships at a l l .  

Through th is teacher's denunciat ion , 
several Jews and half-Jews of  our  peace
fu l l ittle town were either persecuted or  
just disappeared forever. The Jews were 
not al lowed to walk on the pavement and 
had to attach to a l l  their clothes the star 
of  Beth lehem-the sign of  a Jew. They 
were ridiculed, maltreated, insulted, and 
put into camps. I remember a fine Jewish 
g i r l ,  Rose, who went to our  school during 
the fi rst years: nobody played with her or 
spoke to her in  o r  outside schoo l .  My 
parents encouraged us to i nvite her to 
become our friend. Rose used to stand 
a lone lean ing against the g rey wal l  of the 
school  yard during break t ime and stare 
sadly at the gro und. "Rose, won't  you 
come and play with us?" "May I? Do you 
rea l ly want me?" You should have seen 
her astonished eyes that somebody did 
not despise her, even wanted her. How 
g ladly she joined us! She was inte l l igent 
and m usical and we sometimes played 
the flute together. Rose had an  o lder 
brother who fought in the war and was 



46 THE DAY NAZI G ERMANY DIED 

very courageous. When he lost his leg in 
a batt le,  the Nazis decla red h i m  "Ar ian" !  
Obviously a l l  h is Jewish blood had been 
i n  that one leg ! 

The wife of  the drug store owner, 
N ikotovsk i ,  was a Jew. This fam i ly was 
com pletely iso lated: hardly anybody 
entered the drug store o r  talked to the 
couple for fear of  the Nazis .  Father 
a lways bought h is  medicaments there 
and visi ted these dear people. In  return ,  
the N ikotovskis  helped us some years 
afterward with va luable medicaments 
when we t r ied to help the s ick refugees 
from the East on thei r endless t reks .  

We had m a ny v i s i to rs in  o u r  
h o me-peo p l e  i n  desperat i o n  a n d  
burdened w ith fear o r  g u i l t .  Often we 
ch i ldren did not even know who they 
were-it was too dangerous to know. 
Some were Jews in h id ing .  Some were 
Nazis  for whom the enormous burden of  
gu i l t  and wrongdoing  had become too 
m uch to bear .  One such-a lady in a very 
h igh  posit ion-came to confess a nd get 
rid of her load of s in .  Her task had been to 
info rm upon and denounce the h igh  Ger
man nobi l ity and big landowners in  
Eastern Germany. She herself  belonged 
to that class so her peers-most of the 
nobi l i ty were against H it ler-trusted her. 
" I  cannot s leep , "  she confessed, "my bad 
conscience fo l lows me everywhere. They 
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trusted me as a friend and I have betrayed 
them . I am go ing insane. Can I ever be 
forg iven? I come from a Christ ian  home, I 
knew it was wrong .  My gu i lt is constantly 
before me. W i l l  God ever forgive me?" 
Mother and Father tal ked to her unt i l  she 
found God's forgiveness and peace. They 
also helped her escape i nto h id ing .  

Many who came to us, especia l ly 
toward the end of the war,  were refugees 
without home or means, often separated 
from their fam i l ies whose whereabouts 
they d id  not know. Our house often 
resembled a transit camp. Everybody 
loo ked for help, for comfort , for advice, 
for love, a mea l ,  a bed , a couch , a warm 
p lace in the cold weather, or  just for a 
roof. A Lutheran parson from one of the 
neighboring towns rang the bel l a few 
days before we ourselves had to flee from 
the Russians. He wore h is clerical garb 
and had in  his briefcase on ly a prayer 
boo k  and the Bible. We cou ld  scarcely 
bel ieve h im when he told us his story. 
"Yesterday I was cal led to hold a funeral 
service. A farmer fetched me with h is 
horse and buggy. When the funeral was 
over we heard shoot ing just in front of the 
v i l lage. The v i l lage people were so afra id  
that they refused to dr ive me back home. 
So I started to walk  home. After an hour 
or  so , suddenly I saw two huge tanks ap
proach ing me. I put up my hands and 
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waited. The tanks stopped. A Russian of
ficer and some soldiers addressed me. I 
po inted to my clerical garb and to the 
golden cross on my Bible and tr ied to ex
p la in  that I had come from a funera l .  I in 
t roduced myself with the word ' Pope. '  
The officer apparently understood some 
German .  He put my hands down and 
talked to me in  broken Germa n :  'Pope, 
Vaterchen , nix Arm hoch , nur  So ldaten 
Arm hoch' [A clerical need not put his 
hands up ,  on ly so ldiers]. Then he pointed 
out to me that I could not go back to my 
home town , Naugard,  because there was 
too m uch f ight ing .  I cou ld see fi re and 
smoke disco lor ing the sky in that di rec
t ion .  The Russians showed me the only 
open road into territory st i l l  held by the 
Germans. Every other a rea was a l ready 
taken by the Russian army." He spent the 
n ight  in a v i l lage and appeared at our  
doo r  the next m idday. H is ma in  concern 
was, of course, h is wife and fam i ly.  Were 
they st i l l  in the burn i n g ,  fight ing  town o r  
had they fled? We cou ld not g ive h i m  a n  
answer. 

One day father received what seem to 
h i m  a remarkable letter through the post . 
Usua l ly people in  need did not write let
ters l ike this o ne because it was far too 
dan gerous to wri te you r  secrets down in a 
letter. Letters were regula rly o pened and 
censored. In th is letter somebody corn-
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My father, Wi lhe lm Gottwa ldt, aged 80. 
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plained widely of the terror of the Nazis 
and somehow la id out a plan to get r id of 
them. My father  immed iately fe l t  suspi
cious. Th is letter was not genu ine .  It must 
be a planted, fake letter .  He prayed about 
it with mother and both became con 
v inced by  an i nward intu it ion that they 
should do someth ing about it immediate
ly .  So father took the letter the same day 
and gave it  to the po l ice .  He had hardly 
left the house when an agent of  the secret 
pol i ce demanded entrance to search h i s  
office .  I f  he had found that l etter, they 
wou ld  have arrested father .  They wanted 
to have a reason for arrest ing  h i m ,  fo r it  
was known t hat he did not agree with 
H it ler's pol ic ies.  Father  was so loved by 
the people of  the town that the secret 
pol ice could n ever have arrested h i m  
without g iv ing a reason .  Therefore h i s  
enem ies had  p lanted th is  fake l etter in 
our  house. But God had warned h i m  
clearly s o  that h e  h a d  escaped t h e  snares 
of the enemy. Never in h i s  l i fe , except on 
th is  occasion , had he taken a letter to the 
pol ice-it would never have occurred to 
h i m .  



Chapter 5 

War Service 
in the East 

During the fi rst years of  World War I I  
H itler and  h is  a rmy were victor ious 
everywhere.  What would have been the 
result i f  he had conquered all Europe or  
even the whole wor ld (wh ich was h is  
ult imate goal)? One can read it in  h is  
Mein Kampf and extrapolate further .  Woe 
to everybody who did not keep to the par
ty l ine  100%, woe to com m itted Chris
t ians ,  to Jews, to other races,  except the 
Nordic race. So i t  was a blessing in  
d isgu ise  that  the war was lost. When 
H itler started to lose the war ,  everyth ing 
was done in  an attempt to  save the situa
t ion . Boys down to 16 years and men up 
to the age of  60 were called up for 
mi l i tary service . Even women had to 
enter the army for certa in  tasks. 1 was 15 
years old and in  the m iddle of my h igh  
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school l i fe when one afternoon we found 
i n  our  mail box a sta rt l ing not ice from the 
state officia ls .  In t h is n ot i ce, our 
household help, my youn ger sister, 
Christ iane, and mysel f  were ordered to 
appear next morn ing  at the stat ion, com
p lete with clothes for three weeks a n d  
food p rov is ions f o r  sever a l  d ays .  
"Anybody not turn i n g  up w i l l  be pun
ished!" What did that order mean? 
Where d id  they want  to send us and what 
for? There was not a c lue. It was obvious: 
everybody had to obey th is order. After 
having recovered from the i n it ia l  shock, 
my parents t ried in  vai n  to f ind  out what 
this was all about. Father h urried from 
one office to the other, from one offic ia l  
to the next, to free us from t h is doubtful 
obl igat ion-but in  vai n .  Orders a re 
orders. 

Next morni n g  our parents accom
panied us to the stat ion . A b i g  crowd of 
g i rls, women, boys, and also some old 
men had a l ready gathered-al l  as u n i n
formed as we. People from 14-55 years 
old had been cal led up .  My sister was 
the 14 . . .  I was 15. A considerable 
number of older women and men were in  
a del icate state of health .  All of  us were 
loaded i nto long tra i ns and t ransported 
eastward. 

After hours of t ravel ing, the tra i n  
stopped a t  last. The h uge crowd was 
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divided into var ious groups and put i n  
camps fa r from o ne another. T o  our  g reat 
joy Christ iane and I could stay together i n  
a camp with 200-300 g i rls. W e  were put 
on a la rge farm near a settlement of  
ma i n ly P o l i sh  wo r kmen a n d  t h e i r  
families.  W e  200-300 g i rls were bedded 
down above the stables and cow sheds i n  
two h ay lofts i nto wh ich there was access 
by two frag i le ladders. The who le loft was 
very fl imsi ly constructed-only for hay 
and not for 200 g i rls.  So it happened that 
occasional ly when a g i r l  walked a l itt le 
heavi ly ,  the floor  boards gave way, made 
even more interest ing  by the b ig  bul l 
di rectly u nderneath us. We tried to a r
range our "hay bed" on top of the very 
th in  and l ight  concrete floor as n icely as 
possible.  Soon we were told by the 
female officer that the purpose of  our  
transportat ion  to the east was to d ig  i n
fantry and tan k  t renches, as wel l as gun 
emplacements. We were to d ig  eight 
hours a day except every second Sunday. 
Over and above th is we had to put in a set 
n umber of hours of  dri l l  per week. The 
san itary arrangements were ext remely 
pr imitive; they consisted of a long ladder 
la id across an open ditch in the open 
field. A 17-year-old Red Cross assistant 
n urse cared for the 200-300 g i rls' 
medical needs. For wash ing for a l l  of  us 
there was a s ing le primitive water pump 
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in the stab le .  Late r o n ,  they added a 
water-fi l led l iqu id  manure conta iner  on 
wheels from which the water f lowed into 
a long t rough in which the g i rls cou ld  
wash . 

We l ived in  th is  camp i n  the east from 
August to October, when i t  started to be 
quite co ld .  Dur ing the n ight  we put m o re 
clothes on than dur ing  the day. An 
epidem ic of  l ice and scab ies b roke out ,  as 
was to be expected under  these c i r
cumstances. The ma i l  was str ict ly cen
sored and we were not permitted to g ive 
our parents or anybody our whereabouts 
o r  our address, or to write about the real 
s ituat ion we were in.  I remember one day,  
I had just returned from work to my hay 
nest,  when a number of  g i rls started 
shout ing ,  then weepi n g  and sobbi n g .  
Quickly I went t o  t h e  open ing  o f  o u r  hay 
loft and observed a crowd of  g i r ls who 
were f ight ing  downsta i rs on the cou rt 
yard . "What is  the matter?" I asked. One 
of the g i rl s  answered: "One g i r l  wrote a 
letter home that she was hungry and 
asked her  mother to send her  some foo d .  
Her  letter w a s  opened a n d  read .  N o w  s h e  
is  b e i n g  pun ished for spreading fa lse 
rum ors." Later  I heard from the g i r l  con 
cerned that they had  b roken her g lasses, 
beaten her crue lly, and torn her b louse to 
shreds .  

We carr ied out our  work with spade ,  
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shove l ,  and pick.  The tan k  trenches had 
to be dug 4m.  ( 13 feet) deep and 4 .5m.  
( 14314 feet) wide .  Most of the g i rls were not 
used to th is k ind  of  hard labor. They 
were , l i ke  my sister and I ,  schoo lg i rls who 
came from sheltered homes. 

One n i ght-it was dur ing the fi rst days 
of our  service in the east-an acute 
ep idemic  bro ke out. From a l l  corners of 
the dark hay loft g roa n ings and com
p l a i n ings could be heard ,  m ost of  the 
200-300 g i r ls were writh i ng in  pa in .  A 
n umber  of them even fa i nted. Several 
suffered from fits of  hyster ia .  I t  was in 
deed dangerous, when a l l  of  the 200 and 
m o re g i r ls crowded down the two narrow 
ladders which had no ban isters, i n  order 
to g et some fresh air .  I n  the m iddle of the 
n ight  al l  over the cobblestoned fa rmyard 
the sick g i r ls lay in  the i r  agony,  part ly  
u nderneath the horse carr iages. Ha l fway 
down the ladder,  I too fa i nted and fel l  
down into t h e  vo i d  underneath-for
tunately i nto the arms of  a sold ier  who 
apparent ly  had come to a secret rendez
vous with some g i rl of  the camp.  The i n
teract ion between both sexes was, of  
course , very act ive .  

Although we had been told our  stay to 
d ig trenches beh ind the front ier  was to 
last on ly  about th ree weeks, we were 
from t ime to t ime i nformed that we had 
vol unteered our  services to our  country 
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for some more weeks. This  "free-wi l l  of
fering"  was a lways made k nown to us 
afterward and in  real ity, of  course, we 
were never asked about i t .  

Several t im es the trench a rea was at
tacked by bombers or low fly ing a i r
p lanes, but we were a lways mercifu l ly 
spared. 

At the t ime of our war serv ice, Chris
t iane and I had not yet fu l l y  committed 
ourselves to Christ .  Neverthel ess,  it was a 
real need for us,  r ight in  the m idst of  th is  
awful atmosphere, to repa i r  as often as 
poss ib le  to a sol itary haystack to read 
together God's word and to p ray. There 
we rea l ly  learned to appreciate our happy 
C hrist ian home and the fe l lowsh ip  
a round the Bib le .  

At home father lay ser iously i l l  with 
cardiac fa i l u re and several t imes he  was 
near death .  It  was a very hard t ime for 
mother because she had to be  prepared 
for the loss o f  my father o r  o f  us at any 
t ime. How happy and thankful we a l l  were 
when, after months of  uncertainty, we 
were at last reun ited at home .  

But  th i s  happy state of  home l ife did 
not last very long. The Russ ian front ap
proached rapidly i nto East Germany. The 
idea of o u r  having to flee had never 
struck us. Even if the Russ ians should 
happen to advance as far as our home 
town, we were determ ined to stay put to 
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serve the church , the s ick,  the o ld ,  and 
the wounded.  Never did we imagine that 
the town could ever be evacuated by 
force. We had observed and experienced 
the terr ib le  misery of the refugees from 
furth e r  east,  in  the severe winter t rekk ing 
i n  the i r  horse carts through our  town con
t i nuous ly  day and night without interrup
t ion for months and months: old people ,  
wome n ,  ch i ldren ,  and s ick ,  w i th  as m uch 
c lothi n g ,  food ,  and smal ler  be longings as 
the h o rse and wagon would carry. There 
were h a rdly any men in  th is  end less col 
u m n .  The men,  of  course,  were a l l  serv ing  
and fight ing i n  the  rear, so  the women 
and the very o ld  had to take over. A l l  
a long the roads o n e  cou l d  see stranded 
o r  broken carts with the contents strewn 
all over the g round , dead horses, cry ing  
chi ld ren  who had lost the i r  parents. From 
t ime to t ime Russian low-f ly ing a i rp lanes 
strafed the roads jammed by f leeing peo
ple.  In our l itt le town the pr imary school  
was turned into a huge transit refugee 
cam p .  For a t ime father  and we three 
daughters went there dai ly to look after 
those who most needed help as best we 
cou l d .  Our  good drug s tore pro
pr ietor-whose wife was a Jewess
helped us greatly with med icaments, 
o i nt ments ,  and bandages. My mother 
cooked soup for the s ick who suffered 
from d iarrhea, stomach ,  and intest ina l  
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A typical scene i n  t h e  latter days of the  war: a road 

crowded with m i l itary and refugee traffic after a strafing 

run.  
B y  courtesy a n d  kind permission o f  Heinz Ebert 

diseases. Of course, food was severely ra
t ioned dur ing these years and very 
scarce, so we had to act and help in fa i th , 
but the Lord never let us down . We never 
went without a mea l ourselves . 

No schedu led trains ran any more 
because the no rmal ra i l way service had 
come to a standst i l l .  A l l  the same, 
refugees from the East German towns be· 
ing transported by specia l  tra ins passed 
through our  stat ion day and n i g ht .  
Sometimes they had to wait fo r hours on 
rai lway s id ings beca use the tra in l i nes 
were so jam med with m i l ita ry traff ic .  The 
young people of  the town were organized 
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to look after those refugees-to g ive 
them some food and genera l ly  be helpfu l .  
I w i l l  never forget t h e  o l d ,  lone ly ,  l it t le 
s i lent  lady who apparently did not feel 
wel l .  She did not compla in-there were 
so many who were compla in ing and 
needed he lp  with chang ing  the babies' 
d iapers,  w ith food ,  etc. She sat s i lent ly on 
her old, smal l  suitcase , wh i le  wait ing fo r 
the new tra in into wh ich the whole crowd 
of refugees had to t ransfer. I saw her sit 
t ing there, pale and weak and bent over.  
Some mother with her ch i ld ren wanted 
he lp  from me. When I came back, the o ld  
l ady  was a l ready dead-st i l l  s itt ing on her  
suitcase-nobody had noticed her  last 
moments.  

During those turbulent t imes a young 
Chr ist ian-a so ld ier  who was stat ioned in  
our  town-visited my father's church 
services. We inv ited him to our home 
every t ime he had some hours' leave . H is  
wife and h is  parents l ived i n  Western Ger 
many in  the Luneburger He ide.  He had no 
relat ives in  eastern Germany and felt 
qui te  lone ly in the army because he had 
found no Chr ist ians among h is  com
rades .  So he was happy to get some 
Chr ist ian fe l lowsh ip  in  our fam i ly .  We 
used to ta lk  with him about the pol it ical 
s ituation in Germany and the war with a l l  
i t s  terrors. One  day  he to ld  us, " I f  ever 
you should have to f lee from your home, 
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go to my parents- i n-law who own a fa rm 
in  the Luneburger  He ide ;  they w i l l  he lp  
you . "  As we had made up our  m inds not 
to flee before the Russians,  we did not 
consider his kind offer very ser iously.  We 
had no relat ives in  the west-they a l l  
l ived in  eastern Germany.  

Our home in Pom meran ia  was beauti
fu l and very spacious, and we possessed 
everyth ing we cou ld  wish for .  Natura l ly  
we enjoyed these worldly goods. Our 
whole fami ly  loved classical m usic and 
everyone played several i nst ruments. I f  
possib le, we tr ied to come together on 
Saturday even ings fo r m usical perfor
mances. These m usical even ings were 
the h igh l ights of the week. My father is an 
exce l l ent p ian ist and imparted the love of 
good m usic into our hearts from early 
ch i ldhood on. A m usical even ing  treated 
certain m usical topics: one eveni n g  it  was 
sonatas, another t ime even ing  songs or 
waltzes or fugues.  When we were smal le r, 
father  wou ld  sometimes g ive us a p iece 
of paper and a penc i l-and then play.  
Our task was to guess the period when 
the composit ion was written and a lso the 
composer .  With examples he showed us 
the character ist i cs of the var ious musical 
periods and the d i fferent styles of the 
composers, so that we learned early to 
d ist ingu ish them from one another :  Bach 
from Handel ,  Mozart from Beethoven, 
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etc. M y  parents often invited art ists, 
poets, scient ists , and other i nterest ing  
people to our  home,  thus  widen ing our  
hor izons im mensely.  We often sang 
t o g e t h e r  in o u r  fam i ly cho i r- t h e  
beaut i f u l  o l d  G e rm a n  fo l k  son g s ,  
class ical  vocal music ,  and hymns.  



Typical scene at a German rai lway station after the war. 
By courtesy and kind permission of Heinz Eberl. 



Chapter 6 

Flight Before 
The Russians 

I n  the m idd le  of  t h e  n i g ht of March 4/5 , 
1 945,  a l l  the  s i rens i n  our  town suddenly 
started wa i l i ng .  At the same t ime,  we 
cou ld  hear loud cannons shoot ing  and 
mach ine  guns fi r i ng .  Immediately we a l l  
jumped out of our  beds, put some clothes 
o n  and ran out i nto the streets to learn 
the latest news. Everywhere we observed 
nervous people hasten ing around ,  carry
ing su itcases, and drawing hand wagons 
beh i n d  themselves. Ch i ld ren were cryin g ,  
men and women q uarrel l i ng ,  exhausted 
so ld iers s l i nk ing  about, and endless rows 
of  badly guarded prisoners of  war 
marched through the dark c ity. "D idn 't 
you hear the s i rens? It was the s ignal  for 
everybody to flee. The Russians are at the 
c i ty  gates, hurry! Everybody hurry!" a 
so ld ier  shouted.  But we d i d  not rea l ly  
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want to flee. Crowds of  people with fu l l y  
loaded hand  wagons and baggage left the 
town , others  ret u rn e d  back h o m e  
d iscouraged because a l l  t h e  roads were 
b locked with soldiers ,  refugees, dead 
horses, b roken down buggies, and flee
ing  army trucks. Only a s ing le  br idge i n  
t h e  whole surroundings across the  Oder ,  
the b ig  r iver ,  was st i l l  usab le  for escape
a l l  "other  b ridges were e i ther  occupied by 
the Russians o r  b lown up .  And th is  one 
and on ly  escape br idge was h opeless ly 
crowded.  Everyth ing was chaot ic  and 
peop le  were possessed by panic  and 
despair .  One gent leman,  tota l ly  confused 
and out of his wits,  ran through the 
streets with two hats on his head ,  a v io l in  
stuck under h is  arm,  g rasping a smal l  
br ie fcase i n  the other hand-he had 
noth ing e lse  w i th  h im,  not  even a coat at 
th is  cold season .  Dur ing that day the 
order was g iven that every s ingle c iv i l ian  
had to leave the town .  The town was to be 
defended and was to become a h ug e  bat
t lefie ld .  Now everybody left on foot .  A l l  
the 13 ,000 i n habitants streamed out of  
the town and m ixed with  the f lood of 
refugees from the surrounding a rea on 
foot or  by cart, the retreat ing  SS trucks 
and hundreds of  foot sold iers moving in 
both d i rect ions .  A number o f  handi 
capped o ld  people and the s ick were 
transported by the retreat ing SS t rucks.  
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Most of the SS so ldiers fled in cars, wh i le  
o ld ,  ord i n a ry sold iers and young boys of  
16 and a l itt ler o l der  had to take up the  
batt le  posit ions for fight ing the a l ready 
hopeless ly lost war. Around midday the 
town was a lmost empty of  all i nhab itants. 
We rea l i zed there was no longer a reason 
for us to stay-father's whole parish had 
l eft-so every member of our fami ly
father ,  mother ,  Martha (our dear house
keeper) ,  Rosemar ie ,  C h r is t iane ,  a n d  
myself-everyone  g rabbed one o r  two 
su itcases and buckled on h is rucksack 
and off we marched. How gratefu l we are 
to God that he a l lowed us to escape from 
the Russians  then.  We later learned peo
p le  from other a reas who were overtaken 
by the Russian a rmy went through 
hel l -p hysica l ly  and psychological ly .  

After we had marched a few miles-we 
advanced very slowly because of  the 
overcrowded , b locked roads and the con
stant attacks by low-fly ing a i rcraft-on 
o u r  request a retreat ing  SS truck took us 
aboard . On board th is truck someth ing  
horr ib le  happened.  Dur ing  our  various 
conversat ions with some people  from our 
church who had joined us, the SS sold iers 
somehow got to know that my father  was 
a c ler ic .  One SS sold ier ,  who was s l ight ly 
drunk ,  tr ied to th reaten father-'T l l  catch 
h im in th i s  crowd ,  even i f  he jumps down 
from th is  truck to escape! "-etc. But 
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father did not react and kept qu iet a l l  the 
t ime .  After a whi le ,  the same SS man 
d rew his mach ine pistol and p layed 
sad istica l ly with it to frighten us. Sudden
ly he jumped up and a imed h is  weapon at  
father ,  a l though there were q u ite a 
number of other people  in  the car .  We 
threw ourselves between my father  and 
the half-d runk so ld ier ,  wh i le  p raying 
fervently to God for he lp and del iverance. 
At th is very moment some low-fly ing 
Russian a i rplanes came d iv ing down at us  
and sta rted to  attack the whole crowd 
with their  mach ine guns .  The Russians 
knew this was the only road wh ich the 
m i l itary and the refugees could st i l l  use , 
so they tr ied to stop the retreat with at
tacks from the a i r .  A l l  t rucks-in fact a l l  
t raffic-stopped moving and kept  as  
qu iet and motion less as poss ib le .  The 
hundreds of refugees and infant rymen 
qu ickly hid behind trees or  bushes. We 
could use this unexpected, yet so prac
t ical and prompt he lp to ca l l  som e  or
d inary so ld iers for he lp .  They snatched 
the dangerous weapon out of the SS 
so ld ier 's hand and transported h i m  into 
the truck dr iver's cab i n .  This sudden at
tack from the a i r  had obviously been an 
act of God in answer to our  p rayers to 
save father's l i fe. 

Some t ime later, the truck stopped in a 
smal l  v i l lage,  a rendezvous point fo r the 
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retreat ing  m i l i tary troops. We had to get 
out .  O n l y  a few m i les fu rther was a town .  
"Why had the t ruck jou rney not  ended 
there in the next town where further 
transport would  surely have been easier? 
Why get stuck in  th is  l i tt le v i l lage? Would 
the Russ ians now overtake us here?" we 
asked ourselves. There were no more 
t ra ins  runn ing .  We were rather d iscour
aged .  On ly  father  comforted us: "Surely 
God knows why he led us here into this 
v i l l age .  Let us trust in H i m . "  We learned 
t hat th is  l i tt le p lace had a smal l  ra i lway 
stat ion .  We spent the n ight at the local 
pastor's home-a perfect stranger .  The 
next m o rn ing-even though we knew 
there were no more tra ins  runn ing-we 
wa l ked to the stat ion to see i f  perhaps we 
cou l d  catch a t ra in !  Lo and beho ld !  At the 
very moment our  fam i ly arr ived there,  an 
over loaded goods tra i n  with valuable 
mach ine ry-the very last one-=-entered 
the stat ion .  The goods tra i n  drew a s ing le  
passenger  carr iage,  wh ich we boarded. 
Our fam i ly was the on ly  passenger ,  a 
m i racle i n  those t imes of overcrowded 
refugee tra ins .  The tra in 's  route , which 
we learned from the accompanying ra i l 
way offic ia l ,  ran fo r a short t ime in  the 
same d i rect ion we wanted to go .  As we 
had no other p lace to go,  we headed for 
the home of the Christ ian sold ier  who 
had so often v is ited in our  home. Now 
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someth ing  real l y  m i raculous happened.  
When the tra in entered the town where 
we should have l eft i t ,  we heard tpe con
ductor shout: "The it inerary of  the train 
has been changed ,"  and, named the des
t inat ion .  "That 's  a bit  further  in o u r  d i rec
t ion ! "  we rea l i zed with satisfact i o n ,  and 
stayed o n .  And again ,  when after an  hour 
or  so we reached the town where we 
should have changed , the t ra in 's i t inerary 
was suddenly altered. The same th ing  
happened several t imes ,  so  we were  able 
to stay further and further i n  the  same 
tra in without paying any fares for the 
route. There were no more conductors, 
t ickets, o r  fares to be pa id .  Everyth ing 
was in  d isso l ut ion .  

F inal ly ,  at  the dest inat ion of the goods 
tra in ,  we got out .  How to get fu rther  was 
the next quest ion .  We were sti l l  q u ite a 
long d istance from our  so ld ier  fr iend's 
home v i l lage.  There were hardly any 
t ra ins  running in  those chaot ic t imes ,  
even far beh ind the  combat area, w i th  the 
except ion of  very few m i l itary o r  crowded 
refugee t ra ins .  These traveled very s low
ly ,  sometimes for months because they 
were so often shunted onto s id ings .  
Whi le  taking counsel on what to do,  a fu l 
ly loaded m i l itary train ro l led i nto the sta
t ion .  A crowd of so ld iers got out of the 
catt le  cars. The conductor shouted: "The 
tra in  i s  now head ing  for Schwer in ! "  
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"That's exact ly our  d i rect ion !"  Quickly 
we mounted the vacated catt le car and 
fina l ly  arr ived,  after a long t ime, in 
Solta u ,  a town o f  the Li.ineburger Heide ,  
not  far f rom our  dest inat ion . Near ly  at the 
end of  th is per i lous journey ,  we had 
another unpleasant experience. Dur ing 
the n ight  at  the stat ion ,  my two suitcases 
were sto len-most of my preciously 
saved belongings-yet i t  was so much 
more i m po rtant that we were a l l  together 
and not separated l i ke so many other 
fami l ies. 

Between th is smal l  town , Solta u ,  and 
our  dest inat ion,  there ran ( in peace t ime) 
a narrow gauge ra i lway which long s ince 
had ceased to funct ion because of the 
constant attacks of  low-fly ing a i rp lanes.  
But we had experienced so many m i ra
cles on our  f l ight that we courageously 
marched to the smal l  stat ion .  Aga in ,  lo 
and behold!  When we a rrived there ,  a 
sing le  ma i l  car w ith  a sma l l  locomotive i n  
front  was wait ing there ,  ready t o  sta rt off! 
It was running for the f i rst t ime for weeks 
and pro bably for the last t ime ,  too, befo re 
the end of the war .  We entered the t ra in  
and  arr ived safely  in  the romantic v i l lage,  
a l l  surrounded by heather and beaut i fu l  
fo rests: Neuenk i rchen,  the home of our  
Christ ian  so ld ier  fr iend . . .  on ly th ree 
days on the road as refugees, wh i le  most 
of the other refugees had experienced 
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weeks, often months of  utmost hardsh i p ,  
endless difficu lt ies ,  of  separat ion ,  o f  
bombing ,  of s ickness, of  b e i n g  unwanted 
everywhere,  of  hunger  and th i rst , of ex· 
treme cold! We had not deserved th i s  
k indness. I cannot te l l  yo u how g rateful 
we were fo r the good hand of God upon 
us .  But we learned afte rward from Chris ·  
t ian  refugees who had been on the road 
for long t imes and had been tested much 
harder than we, that God had a lso 
wrought many m i racles fo r them and per·  
m itted them to a id and comfo rt other 
refugees. We st i l l  cannot comprehend 
why God in H i s  goodness had on ly 
burdened us with such a short ,  corn· 
paratively easy test . 

Having left the tra i n ,  we stood ponder· 
i ng  at the deso late stat ion ,  which was 
partly bombed. "How should we proceed 
now?" mother asked .  We d id not know 
the people we were go ing  to ask to take 
us into the i r  house. And they did not 
know us e i ther .  How could we, strangers 
-a fam i ly of  s ix-impose ourselves o n  
t h i s  un known farm ing fami ly? Maybe 
the i r  house was a l ready crowded with 
refugees; after a l l ,  the whole a rea was 
flooded with homeless people .  Every 
house and fam i ly in  western Germany 
had to take in  refugees from the east . 
Because there was not enough room for 
all the refugees, schools , church rooms,  



FLIGHT BEFORE THE RUSSIANS 7 1  

and com m un ity ha l l s  had been converted 
into mass refugee camps by putt ing  
cam p  beds or  st raw into  them.  We a l l ,  
espec ia l ly  mother ,  felt very embarrassed 
and shy and we consulted with one 
anot her  at  the stat ion how to approach 
the project. At last father  and my 
youngest s ister took courage and started 
out to find our so l d ier  fr iend's peop le .  
The rest of the fami ly  stayed at  the sta
t ion . The appearance of six people a l l  at 
once would  have been too overwhelm ing 
for the fa rmer!  When daddy and my 
you ngest s ister had found the o ld  straw
thatched , ha lf-t imbered farmhouse and 
approached i t ,  the huge wooden door 
opened and an e lder ly ,  k ind fa rmer 
wa l ked stra ight toward them,  stretched 
out h i s  hand to g reet them, and inqu i red:  
"Are you Pastor Gottwa ldt?" Astonished,  
father  answered in  the affi rmative. "But 
how could you know me? We never met 
befo re ! "  "That's r ight ,"  he said ,  "but my 
daughter  [the wife of  the sold ier  who had 
often been to our home in  Pommeran ia] 
had a strange d ream last n ight .  She 
dreamed that you and your  fami ly  had to 
flee from your home and were ask ing us 
for shelter .  So Fr ieda prepared her smal l  
apartment fo r you .  Everyth ing is ready. 
Welcome here !  My daughter and her 
baby son have moved to our  fa rm . "  My 
fa ther  and Chr i st i ane  could hard ly  
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bel ieve their  ears and eyes . In such a 
specia l  way God had prepared everyth i ng 
for us .  Usua l ly  we do not p lace much im
portance on dreams, but  obviously th is  
specia l  dream was God-sent and we were 
extremely g rateful fo r it .  It was the 
answer to my mother's cont inuous prayer 
during our  fl ight to prepare the fa rmer's 
fami ly  fo r our arr iva l .  

I n  t h i s  nice l itt le apartment w e  stayed 
unt i l  the invasion by the Brit ish army, 
which confiscated it and used it fo r their  
officers. We had to move into an o ld 
church ha l l , out of use and partly 
bombed,  where we camped very pr im i
t ively fo r a whole year .  We constructed 
our  various " rooms" from old school 
maps, which we found ro l led up i n  a cor
ner under some debr is .  We had thus 
div ided up the b ig ha l l  into sma l ler  
rooms:  3 bedrooms, l i v ing room ,  and 
kitchen .  You must remember ,  i n  those 
t imes you could not buy anyth ing  in the 
shops except the strictly rat ioned food .  
Germany had completely col lapsed. As 
there were no beds, we found some rusty 
bedsteads with straw sacks in an empty, 
d i lap idated prisoner of war cam p .  But I 
am sorry to say we were not the only in 
hab itants of th is  lodg ing :  a l l  that creeps 
and crawls l i ved together with us under 
the roof.  By means of insect powder ,  rat 
poiso n ,  constant house clean ing ,  and en-
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durance,  we fina l ly conquered the ha l l  for 
ou rselves. For a long t ime our bodies 
showed the wounds and marks of that ob
noxious batt le !  

To our  great de l ight ,  mother  found
besides other usefu l th ings-an old piano 
h idden under the wreckage of  the 
bombed part of this bu i ld ing .  We a l l  set 
to work excavat ing  th is  precious find, 
w i th  the hope that the damage would not 
be too serious to use i t .  F i rst of a l l ,  we 
c leaned i t  ins ide and outside. It  needed a 
lot of  repa i r-many of the str ings were 
bro ken and some of the keys were 
damaged. My mother was not on ly a 
good o rganist ,  but a lso an  excel lent 
mechanic and i nstrument bu i lder .  So, by 
ta lent ,  d i l igence, and know-how, she 
repai red and renovated this o ld war in
va l id into a piano which we used for a 
long t ime .  As our  " l iv ing  room" was 
unusua l ly  big fo r those t imes of  cramped 
quarters,  my parents started to organize 
spec ia l  eve n i ngs fo r some of  the 
refugees, to he lp them get over these dif
f icult  t imes .  Many of  them had possessed 
huge fa rms in the east-eastern Germany 
was the country of  the big landowne rs
and here they sat impoverished, often 
despised and in  despa i r ,  cramped closely 
together i n  a smal l  roo m ,  l iv ing together 
with people with such different hab its 
and surroundings .  They wou ld have to 
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start the i r  l ives anew, which was not easy 
for the older b ig  fa rme rs and landowners .  
It  was a lso d i fficu lt fo r the West Germans 
to  share the i r  houses wi th  strange people  
and to l ive so close together w i th  the m .  
Sometimes the eastern farmers,  w h o  
were used t o  a free l i fe style, turned o ut 
to be rather  d i fficu lt ,  self-w i l led ne igh 
bors.  

I n  these times of severe rat ion i n g  a n d  
lack of food ,  t h e  refugees had t o  pawn 
their  rescued jewel ry-even somet imes 
the i r  wedd ing  r ings-to extract some ex
t ra  food from the loca l  western fa rmers .  
There was a story to ld-if  t rue or not ,  I do 
not  know-that a refugee compla ined to 
the parson of  a v i l lage that a fa rmer  had 
demanded h is wedding r ing fo r payment  
of some food .  The parson was disgusted .  
Next Sunday he vehemently p reached 
from the pulpit  that it  was misuse of  the 
poo r  and not p leasing to God to extract 
somebody's wedd ing  ring from hungry 
people in  payment fo r food . He i mplo red 
the fa rmer ,  without mention i n g  the 
name,  to  return the golden r ing .  The ser
mon h it home! After the service f ive o r  
s i x  wedding r ings were secret ly  a n d  
si lently handed over fo r return to t h e  par
son .  But there were a lso a g reat number  
of  local fam i l ies who were fine people ,  
he lp ing the refugees unself ishly where 
they cou ld ,  and trying to understand  and 
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make fr iends with them.  So you see there 
was a lot of tension and quarre l l i ng  going 
on between the refugees and the v i l lagers 
-each one not understand ing the other 's 
s i tuat ion .  Father l i stened to compla ints 
from both s ides and tr ied to mediate as 
best he cou l d .  We a l l  prayed for so lut ions 
and help.  Fi rst of  a l l  he put a b ig  wooden 
sign up on the market place with the 
words:  "Bear ye one another 's burdens 
and so fulf i l !  the law of Christ" (Ga l .  6:2). 
Then he tr ied to vis it  every fami ly  i n  the 
v i l lage to l isten to their p roblems and 
help them. They soon loved and t rusted 
h i m .  And th i rd ly, my parents o rgan ized 
evenings in  our s imple  church ha l l  home 
and i nv ited as many people as poss ib le  
f rom both s ides  to  get  into better  contact. 
Depend ing  on the topic of the even ing ,  
we inv ited d i fferent people: once we in 
v i ted a refugee tenor s inger  and father ac
compan ied h i m  on the repa i red p iano.  
Another  t i me, a vete r inary su rgeon from 
the east gave a very humourous lecture 
o n  "An imals  as pat ients. " Then a talented 
carver and a rt ist, just recovered from 
some months of tuberculosis, tal ked 
about the art of carving and showed a 
number  of  h is  beautiful art p ieces. One 
even ing ,  we three g i r ls, accompanied by 
father  o n  the p iano, gave a fo lk lo re even
ing by candle l ight w ith old German fo lk  
songs.  Many  of  the  v is itors who attended 
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would not enter a church ,  and yet their  
hearts opened up in these even ings  wh ich 
father a lways c losed with a Bib le verse 
and some personal  words. Some of  them 
became Christ ians and good frie n ds of  
ours . 

Not long after our a rrival i n  Neuenkir
chen,  the Western A l l i ed  Forces ap
proached nearer from day to day. The 
Americans, the Engl ish ,  the Canadians,  
the French,  and the Belg ians  i nvaded and 
conquered West Germany rapidly .  The 
war was hope lessly lost and a rea l front 
l i ne did not e)<ist any more,  yet H i t ler  and 
h is  friends decided to f ight unti l  the last 
man .  Everybody had to be l ieve in the 
" E n d s i e g "  ( e n d  v i c t o r y ) .  So l d i e rs 
separated from their  reg iments by the 
terr ible happen ings of the war-they 
were often the on ly survivo rs of a fig ht ing 
group,  o r  they had been cut  o ff-tried to 
get home or f ind other g ro ups. They 
often got lost in  the words and were 
desperate and worn out .  The Waffen SS 
and the Nazis had formed special  execu
tion squads to look for these s ing le  and 
lost sold iers. I f  they met men o r  sold iers 
behind the front who i n  any way loo ked 
suspicious to them, they were executed 
as traitors and hanged on t rees as  a 
pub l ic warn ing .  Yet everybody was t i red 
of the purposeless and nonsensical 
fight ing and k i l l i ng .  Why n ot end the war 
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and stop more k i l l i ng  and m isery? 
One day the shoot ing  of cannons and 

mach ine guns sta rted in  the c lose prox
im ity-on ly  a few mi les away. Dur ing the 
whole  of the fo l lowing n ight ,  retreat i ng 
troop remnants passed our  v i l lage.  Many 
of them were Slavs who did not even 
spea k any German .  They had been 
fetched from Russia and Poland and 
other eastern countr ies dur ing the war 
and forced to f ight  fo r the Germans ( later 
they were k i l led by the i r  own Russian 
leaders fo r t reason when return ing home 
to the i r countr ies). At the same t ime,  
American and Br i t ish  bombers and low
fly ing  a i rplanes f lew over the a rea and at
tacked severa l t imes.  Because of the con
stant danger ,  one n ight our fam i ly  left the 
v i l lage and took shelter i n  the nearby 
woods_ It  was a restless n ight ,  as no one 
was sure i f  we would l ive to the next 
m o rn i n g .  We were i n  danger from above 
and a l l  around us, but we were protected . 
The next morn ing everyth ing became 
very qu iet and empty-no more receding 
t roops, no more shoot ing  (except i n  the 
very far  d i stance)-and yet the atmos
phere was l aden with s i lent tension and 
an awareness of some near event. 

I f  the A l l ied Troops on ly  marched in 
now, there would be no f ight ing  and no 
k i l l i n g  on e i ther  side! After  two or three 
very peaceful days, a t i red,  depressed 
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group of  German so ld iers with a s in i ster
looking offi cer ente red Neuenki rchen .  
The v i l l agers very w i l l i ng ly  showed them 
the qu ickest and safest way to retreat ,  but 
the offi cer became very angry and 
shouted at them:  "We have come here to 
defend the place and to f ight t i l l  the last 
man .  There is no question of retreat . "  He 
ordered the sold iers to dig manholes and 
to prepare everyth ing for the batt le .  Now 
the women of  the v i l l age were struck by 
an exce l l ent idea. They saw the ex
hausted, depressed , hungry faces of  the 
so ld ie rs ,  and they knew how hopeless 
and in vain further f ight ing and k i l l i ng 
would  be,  so they inv ited them for a hot 
meal  and sta rted very s lowly to cook a 
good d inner  fo r the so ld iers ,  who had not 
had a warm meal fo r days and weeks. 
They sacrif iced the food from the i r  own 
rat ions and prepared everyth i n g  with 
love, some of  them th ink ing  of  the i r  own 
husbands and sons who were a lso sol 
d ie rs at some unknown p lace fa r away. 

They hoped that the Engl ish troops 
m ight  meanwhi le  march into the v i l lage 
without resistance. But they were wrong .  
The  so ld iers had  not  qu ite f in ished the i r  
del ic ious mea l  when the o rder  came: 
" Every man to h is fight ing posit io n ! "  The 
sad , tense expressions on the faces of  the 
batt led-t i red so ld iers touched our hearts. 
After a short t ime,  the shoot ing  at the 
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end of our  v i l lage sta rted .  A l l  the in 
hab itants of  the  house fled down into the  
cel l ar .  The crack Eng l i sh  t roops, "the 
Desert Rats" wh ich had fought effic ient ly 
against Rommel in the North Afr ican 
desert ,  conquered the v i l lage in  half  an 
hour  with the i r  superb tanks.  The tanks 
entered the v i l lage so qu iet ly that we on ly  
not iced them when I peeped out  of the  
sma l l  ce l la r  window and saw them stand
ing  in  front of the house with the can no n  
barrel pointed d i rectly a t  u s .  I had secret
ly  prepared a white flag . But there was no 
t ime to put it out of the w indow, because 
at that moment the door of  the cel lar  was 
torn open and a menacing-look ing ma
ch ine gun was a imed at us .  A huge Eng
l ish so ld ier  in h i s  khaki  un iform he ld  it  in  
h is  hand, s i lent ly  muster ing us a l l .  My 
e ldest s ister addressed h im:  "We are only 
c iv i l ians ."  He and another  so ld ier, a lso 
with a mach ine gun, searched the whole 
house. When they found no so ld iers and 
no res istance, they ta l ked to us k ind ly 
and let us come out of the cel lar .  "You 
are not a l lowed to leave the house for 
several days or  to go nearer the windows 
than two yards. People who d isobey w i l l  
be shot . "  They were correct and k ind  and  
warned us to  h ide our  watches and  
jewe l ry before the fo l lowing troops ar
r i v e d ,  a m o n g  w h o m  w e re so m e  
undes i rable e lements-especia l l y  the 
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French Canadians and Po les .  
On ly  a l itt le later ,  we recog n ized 

through the window a number  of the Ger
man sold iers whom the women of the v i l 
l age  had fed before they l eft to  defend the  
v i l lage .  They were now pr isoners of  war ,  
but were quite happy-the war was over 
for the m .  The Engl ish did not treat them 
badly,  but they had to face a long and 
very hard captiv ity i n  open a i r  camps,  
together  with tens of thousands o f  other 
p risoners of  war .  Many of  them d ied of 
sta rvat ion ,  co ld ,  and d isease-food then 
being scarce in  many European coun
tr ies.  

One so ld ier  and a c iv i l ian were k i l led 
during  the fight ing .  An Engl ish officer 
asked father to put on his c lerical garb
he was a l lowed to leave the house i f  
dressed and recogn ized as a Lutheran  
clergyman-and bury  the  two corpses. 
He a lso visited one wounded civi l ian .  
Dur ing  the  fi rst days of  occupat ion ,  no  
shops were open  and  no Germans were 
a l lowed on the streets .  As food had been 
scarce fo r a long t ime, we soon ran out of 
provisions.  Every day we saw the Eng l ish 
front-l i ne  troops receiv ing new canned 
food rations: meat ,  fish ,  vegetables ,  
b iscuits ,  butter ,  cheese,  jam , and m i l k  
powder .  When they were g iven the fresh 
suppl ies ,  the sold iers usua l ly put the un
used o ld  ones on the st reet o r  somewhere 
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outside a n d  destroyed them b y  dr iv ing 
the i r  tan ks over them . But  some of  the 
k inder  Eng l ishmen put them on a special 
p lace near the road and left them there 
u ntouched and fu l ly  sea led ,  because they 
d id  not want to destroy the valuable food 
and knew the Germans were hungry .  We 
saw a whole  p i l e  of cans ly ing not far 
from o u r  h ouse. But what was to be 
done? We were not a l lowed out of the 
house.  Martha, our  housekeeper who was 
l i ke a member of  the fam i ly (and  very 
cou rageous) ,  had a good idea .  She waved 
to an Eng l ish mi l itary sentry with h i s  
loaded mach ine  gun and  to ld  h i m  to ac
com pany her  with his p istol as a guard to 
the p i le  of  food cans which she wanted to 
fetch.  He was kind and marched fa ithfu l ly  
protect ing  her  from behind wh i le  she 
gathered a l l  the precious suppl ies .  How 
thankfu l we were for a l l  the  good th ings, 
many of  them we had not seen for years! 
How the Lord provided fo r us! When she 
entered the house with her a rms ful l  of 
the rare de l icacies we had a rea l  feast 
a l though these v ictuals had to keep the 
wolf from the door fo r q u ite some t ime 
and we rat ioned them str ict ly.  

Dur ing one of  the fi rst occupat ion 
days, father  was v is ited by a Brit ish co l 
o n e l ,  the commander of  the area,  fo l 
lowed by a sentry .  At fi rst we were 
shocked . What were these men go ing to 
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do to father? A l l  th ree of them had left 
the house and d r iven away in  a m i l i tary 
car. I n  fear and t rembl ing  we waited for 
further  news. After  one hour, they 
brought father back. He told us that the 
colonel had wanted to put a n ew mayor 
into office. "The old Nazi  mayor barr i 
caded h i mself i n  his house,  fu l l  of  fear 
and bad conscience before the Eng l ish .  
They took h im i nto custody pre l i m inary 
to h i s  t r ia l .  The colonel  made invest iga
t ions and thought that I was the person to 
help him find  a good re l iab le new mayor. 
So we vis ited the gentleman I suggested 
as new mayor fo r a fi rst contact . "  



Post 
World War II 



My widowed grandmother with her  5 ch i ldren .  



Chapter 7 

Grandmother 
And the 
Russian 
Occupation 

There  was sti l l  the g reat anxiety of the  
fate of  our  relatives i n  the east , of  whom 
we knew noth ing .  Were they st i l l  a l ive? 
Wou l d  we ever see them aga in? Had they 
been k i l l ed  or  d ied l i ke many refugees on 
the i r  way to the west? 

Even today, i f  one  goes through Ger
man post offices or  pol ice stat ions ,  one 
can st i l l  f ind-after near ly 40 years
photographs of  midd le-aged men and 
women with the capt ion :  "Who am l?" 
These are most ly  people who lost a l l  the i r  
re lat ives and fr iends dur ing the refugee 
treks or bombing attacks when they were 
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small ch ild ren and now wish  to have the i r  
ident ity and names and age established 
by fam ily resem blances.  They usually 
g ive some d ist ingu ish ing  features to help 
th is  process. 

The time was just before the end of  the 
war in Siles ia ,  the southeastern part of 
Germany wh ich now belongs  to Poland .  
There my grandmother ,  Else U rban , 
owned a beaut i ful b ig  1 6-room country 
house with a large garden and park 
around it ,  in  the m idst of  the beaut i ful 
mounta i n  range called " Eulengeb i rge ."  
We had sometimes spent  very happy 
hol idays  t h e r e ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  o u r  
relatives. M y  g randmother was a very 
remarkable personality. She had early 
become a widow, shortly before her  fifth 
ch ild was born,  and had an open house 
for everybody. In addi t ion ,  she was very 
act ive in  Chr ist ian work among women 
and helped hundreds of  people with their  
problems, because she herself had ex
perienced God's help from day to day in 
very d i fficult t imes.  She told us God had 
g iven her a wonderful task in l ife: the task 
of consolation .  

Grandmother appeared t o  be a very 
happy person .  Everybody not iced i t .  
Once,  when she was over  70 , I entered a 
pharmacy with her to buy some med ica
ments because she had cardiac d i sease 
and was also d iabetic.  The pharmacist ,  an 
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e lder ly lady who looked very b itter and 
d isappo inted,  served us and sudden ly  
remarked:  "My dear  lady, how can  you 
look so happy at your age? L ife fo r you is  
near ly over ,  there is  noth ing  more to ex
pect . Although I possess everyth ing in  
world ly  goods I can w ish  fo r ,  I feel so 
d isappointed and frustrated ."  G rand
mother to ld her  how happy she was as 
one who exper iences God's love, fo rg ive
ness, and care every s ing le  day, and how 
exci t ing and adventurous i t  was to fo l low 
Chr ist and H is  word . And then she told 
her  about her own l i fe as a widow w ith 
five ch i ld ren to raise and educate , about 
the d ifficult  t imes of  inflat ion ,  etc . ,  how 
God had provided every need,  and even 
more .  The unhappy- se lf-centered lady i n
v i ted her  into her  house and after several 
v is its ,  became a d i fferent person herself 
by accepting the good news of  the Bib le .  

Now d u ring the very last  days of  the 
war,  g randmother's house was crowded 
with 40 people ,  refugees and other home
l ess persons,  as wel l  as two of her  
daughters (H i l de and Dorothea) and one 
daughter- in - law with the i r  ch i ldren-thei r  
h usbands were i n  t h e  war-so most of the 
people in  the house were young women ,  
g i r ls ,  a n d  ch i ld ren . . .  a n d  g randmother .  
G randmother used to te l l  us the fo l lowing 
story: On the 8th of May, 1945, the day of 
a rm i st i c e ,  t h e  v i cto r i o u s  Russ i a n s  
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stormed over the mountains to occupy 
the whole eastern German territory. The 
constant st ream of  the over loaded 
refugee farm trucks with the lowing cows 
and whinnying horses and the m isery of 
the homeless people had suddenly  
stopped. Then on the even ing  of  May 8th 
everyth ing became quiet. On ly  a few 
Po les rushed si lent ly aro u nd the house . 
Later on they learned that the Poles had 
pointed out grandmother's house to the 
Russians because of  the many young 
women and g i rls in  i t .  Suddenly at  about 
10 p . m . ,  the  fi rst Russians drove into the 
v i l lage and stopped d i rectly in  front  of 
the house. Other cars fo l lowed . The com
mand was g iven : "Get out of  the car,  en
c i rc le  the house. Take care that nobody 
leaves the house!" One of  the young 
lad ies knew some Russian and breath
l essly reported what she had heard . Terri 
b le  th ings would happen now. At that 
moment the Russians hammered at the 
front door ,  smash ing  the g lass panes in  
i t .  

Grandmother courageously un locked 
the door and about 17 strong m en 
dashed up the sta ircase w i ld ly  look ing 
around the m .  When they perceived a l l  
the  youn g  women around her  they let out  
a long  wo l f  whist le .  "Ah!" The Russian
speak ing  lady tr ied to q uieten them 
down. But my g randmother declared in  
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all s impl icity:  "Gent lemen,  we ladies and 
the chi ldren are without any protect ion ,  
we put  ourselves in  your  care . "  Some of  
the  Russian officers understood German.  
But they had decided long before exactly  
what they wanted to do . So g randmother 
quickly sent the young people into the i r  
rooms and asked the Russians i f  she 
could prepare them a meal .  They impa
t ient ly refused and searched through the 
whole  house ,  through every s ing le  corner 
with the he lp of  a huge dog .  Soon the 
whole house was turned upside down and 
reduced to a complete chaos. They 
p lundered. Many art ic les ,  espec ia l ly  
clocks, watches, and valuables ,  disap
peared with them.  But it was a m i racle 
that they did not harm o r  touch a s ing le  
woman as the Russians usua l ly  did every
where. Of course, a l l  the women con
stant ly prayed for God's he lp  and protec
t ion .  G randmother gathered a l l  the 
young women and ch i ldren a round her
self .  When the tension g rew unbearable 
the women sta rted to s ing the beaut i fu l  
o ld German hymns  and songs of  the  
fa ith . They sang  one son g  after the  
other-for about two hours .  The i (  hearts 
became quieter and more confident .  This  
was apparently someth ing  new to the 
brutal  Russians ,  most of  them officers. 
They rest lessly came and went al l  the  
t ime and stared at the s ing ing women . 
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But nobody touched them . Then sudden
ly the men s igna led to my g randmother 
to fo l low them out into the k itchen . They 
wanted to separate her from the young 
peo p le ,  somehow feel i n g  that  she 
possessed some spi r itua l strength wh ich 
h indered them from do ing  what t hey 
wanted to do in th is  house. They o rdered 
g randmother to prepare a meal: she had 
to fry al l  the eggs she had.  They brought 
other food for her to f ix  and fina l ly  they 
gave her a very long smoked sausage and 
ordered her to cut  i t  ever so th in ly  and 
br ing it to their  colonel downsta i rs .  Wh i le 
they gave g randmother these orders, she 
not iced thei r wideset , deceitful eyes and 
i nstantaneously felt they wanted her 
isolated as long as poss ib le from the 
young people.  So she did the on ly th ing 
poss ib le in  that  situat ion .  She looked the 
two Russ ians st raight in  the eyes and 
prayed loudly i n  front of  them: "Lo rd 
Jesus Christ ,  please prevent that wh ich 
these wicked people a re p lann ing ! "  At 
that moment the Russians looked terri 
fied , tu rned a round,  and fled out of the 
roo m .  She carried the meal down to the 
colonel and afterward went back to the 
crowd of young women , g i r ls ,  and ch i l 
d ren.  Not  one of them was molested-it 
was a m i racle! H i lde and Dorothea to ld 
her  that  after they had fetched her  away 
into the k itchen , many Russians,  o ne 
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after t h e  other ,  h a d  come a n d  tr ied to 
enter the roo m ,  but every t ime they had 
again left the room after a few steps as i f  
blocked by an inv is ib le power. They a l l  
had experienced that  God had sent h is  
angels to protect them from the i r  
enemies.  They were fu l l  of thanks  and 
praise. A l i tt le later  in  the n ight ,  two more 
Russians knocked at the door (can you 
imagine Russian sold iers knocking at the 
door of the i r  pr isoners? ! )  and asked for 
cigarettes. At 3:30 a .m .  another officer ap
peared; he was ta l l ,  b road,  and strong ,  
and  h is chest was fu l l  of decorat ions and  
r ibbons. H is g lances were devi l ish ly  un 
pleasant.  I t  seemed to  them that again 
and again some Russian tr ied to f ind out 
why they cou ld  not get near the women 
as they had intended . This h igh officer 
stared at the scene protractedly and 
penetrat ing ly .  "Let us sing some more 
gospel songs," grandmother suggested 
when the tension and fear increased .  
They sang-and he  sat h imself  down o n  a 
cha i r  in  front of them . F ina l ly ,  after one 
or  two hours ,  he stood up from h is  cha i r ,  
bowed to the lad ies ,  and said pol i te ly ,  
"Now you can go  to sleep safe ly-good
n ight ."  What a m i racle !  Unprotected 
women marvelous ly preserved in  the 
m iddle of peri l !  God answered the pray
ers of His ch i ldre n ,  of those who trusted 
in  H im .  None of  the 40 people in  the 
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h ouse was molested. 
Downsta i rs the Russ ians had made 

themselves very m uch at home i n  g rand
mother's several b ig  reception rooms. 
Wh ile my relatives and a l l  their friends 
were m i raculously p rotected in  t he fi rst 
and second floor of the h o use where they 
a l l  l ived, the Russians had fetched a 
n umber o f  g i rls from the v i l lage, especia l 
ly those who were rather loose with men. 
Their Pol ish friends had po inted them 
o ut. With these g irls from the vi l lage the 
Russian soldiers and o fficers spent a 
n ight  o f  sexual  orgy. They had gagged 
the g i r ls with candle wax so that their  
cries were part ly st if led. When the Rus
sians left the house h urriedly at 4:30 
a.m. , t hey left beh ind them a scene of 
total  devastation and fi lth. The people 
upsta i rs had heard the w i ld and no isy go
ings on below,  but had not rea l i zed the 
disgust ing  th ings bein g  done there. 

Dur ing  this n ight o f  terror under the 
Russian  soldiers, many of them Mongols, 
most of the v i l lagers had fled from their 
h omes i nto the surrounding woods. 
These refugees from the vi l lage, among 
whom were a lso Christians, had kept 
g randmother's house u nder observation 
from their  h iding places and suspected 
what was going on. They had noticed the 
vio lent crowds of Russia ns storming the 
house and moving a ro u nd a l l  the n ight 
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l l . ' 

My g randmother Frau Pfarner E lse Urban, at the age of 

70 wi th  our  o l dest son.  

with d i abo l ical rest lessness. They had 
feared the worst. They therefore prayed 
the whole  n ight for those Christ i an  g i rls 
and young women in the house they were 
watch ing .  But on return i n g  to the v i l lage 
the next  morn ing they were speechless 
on learn ing that none of the you n g  
wom e n  in  grandmother's care had been 
molested  in  the least. 

A few months later the Russians l eft 
the a rea and the v i l lage was taken over by 
the Po l es.  The commander l ived in two 
big rooms downstairs .  This was a very 
bad and d i ff icult t ime .  The young Po l ish 
l ieutenant was satan ic .  The Pol ish officer 
with h is com rades used to drive on the i r  
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motorbikes r ight through the entrance 
door  of  the house, through the corridor 
i nto the rooms downsta i rs .  They put b ig  
conta iners fu l l  of  petrol r ight i nside the  
wooden floored entrance hal l .  Often the  
floor  was soaked w ith petro l so  that 
g randmother sometimes secret ly sto le  
downsta i rs to dry and clean the wet f loors 
fo r fear  of  a f i re o r  an explosion i n  the 
house. The Po les usua l ly  rode into the 
house smok ing  the i r  c igarettes. Every 
n ight the no ise of  the drunken com
mander and h is drun ken g i rls could be 
heard in the whole ne ighborhood. They 
shot the ne ighbors' p igs and any other 
domest icated a n imals, danced in  heavy 
boots on tables and beds, and smashed 
furniture ,  crockery ,  and pictures o n  the 
wa l l .  But it  was m i raculous: none of  the 
sco undrels ever entered my g rand
mother's fi rst o r  second f loor .  Ne ighbo rs 
watch ing  these doings often remarked: 
"Why does God a l low these th ings to hap
pen in the house of  dedicated Chr is
t ians?" So g randmother  answered them: 
"God a l lows it to test our fa i th .  H e  has 
helped and protected us so far ,  so we w i l l  
t rust i n  H i m .  It  i s  better  that we have to 
endure this hardsh i p  than somebody 
else . "  

O n e  n ight t h e  young Pol ish l ieutenant 
p lanned a specia l  immora l  party down
sta i rs. Everyth ing was prepared: food, 
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lots of  a lcoho l ,  and all k inds of musical 
and social amusements. Only the g i rls  
were sti l l  miss ing .  So the young officer 
too k h i s  big car-he sto le  the cars he 
l i ked best regu larly and open ly-and 
rushed at h igh  speed to the town to f ind  a 
n umber of ioose g i r ls  with whom to 
spen d  the n ight .  It  was a rainy n ight .  H i s  
car  sk idded dash ing around a corner, 
turned over wh i le  being th rown i nto the 
fie l d ,  and h is head was cut by the w indow 
glass and smashed against stones ,  so 
that he d ied immediately.  H i s  companion 
was u nconscious.  It  was a terr ib le  judg
ment. From that n ight on there was no 
mo re outrageous celebrat ing-it became 
qu iet downstairs .  

Food was very scarce at that t ime; even 
sa l t ,  flour ,  and b read were not to be  had. 
When the women were too hungry ,  Aunt 
H i lde  and Aunt Dorothea walked four  
hours over  the mounta ins to a Chr ist ian 
fa rmer who he lped them with a l itt le 
mi l k ,  b read,  and sa l t ,  a l though he  h imself 
had not much to spare . In the lone ly  
mounta ins  they were sometimes met by 
Poles o r  Russ ians who t ried to mol est 
them. But every t ime God saved them i n  
t h e  last minute from a n y  danger .  

A few weeks later ,  one morn ing  g rand
mother 's  househo ld  was o rdered to leave 
the v i l l age on ten minutes notice and was 
driven out of  house and home by the 
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Poles.  These homeless Germans were 
transported by the thousands to the west . 
They had to wa lk  long d istances between 
transports, saw the ins ide of  catt l e  cars, 
and a rrived weeks later in  the west in 
1 946 in  a very reduced state .  How glad 
and g rateful we were when we got the 
news just one year after our  own fl ight 
from the east that our  relatives were st i l l  
a l ive and safe in  West Germany. 



Chapter 8 

Getting 
a Job 

Unt i l  the local Lutheran pastor re
turned home to Neuenk i rchen from the 
war-for some months he  had been a 
prisoner  of war in  the hands of  the Ameri 
cans-my father acted as pastor in  h is  
place.  But after that ,  of course, father  was 
without a job and our fami ly  pract ica l ly 
without any income. Each day th is 
de l icate situat ion  was the object of  our  
fam i ly prayers. Usual l y  we had our  B ib le  
read ing  and t ime of fami ly  prayer after 
d in ner .  It  was very d i ff icult to f ind a job 
because there were so many refugees 
look ing  for jobs, as well as the men com
ing home from the war to the i r  old jobs or 
look ing  for new ones. Everyth ing was 
hopelessly overcrowded . 

One day after d inner ,  father  started to 
than k  God for the church He had ready 
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fo r h im and us. We a l l  were surpr ised 
because none of  us knew of  any open 
posit ion offered to my parents.  So after 
the prayer Rosemarie asked father  why 
he had thanked God for a posit io n ,  even 
though none had yet been offered to us. 
"Dur ing our  prayer I became convinced 
that God had a church ready for us  and 
that He was going to show where very 
short ly .  That is the reason for my prayer 
of thanks."  We were very curious to see 
how and whe re God wou l d  g ive us a job 
and a home.  A very few days later we 
received a l etter from a fine chu rch in 
Frankfurt to say that they were i nvit ing 
father  to be the i r  pastor .  We stayed at 
that church for 17 years. 

Rosemar ie ,  Christ iane ,  and I had ex
per ienced, together with our parents and 
Martha ,  the whole  per iod of fl ight  from 
the east to the west. There had been a 
number  of  d ifficult  s ituations,  and a l l  the 
t ime we had u nconsciously o r  conscious
ly o bserved our  parents' react ions and at
t itudes.  Of course, we had often com
pared the i r  behavior to other refugees' 
behavior .  Father  had never uttered a 
word of compla int ;  he  had a lways en 
couraged us and others.  He t r ied to g ive 
mother and us as much p leasure as poss i 
b le .  I f  other  people felt sorry for my 
parents having lost house and posses
s ions and having experienced so many 
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hard th ings ,  both usua l ly  answered:  " It 
was not  easy but th ink  what others often 
had to  put up with! Under no c ircum
stances would we have l i ked to have 
m issed these d ifficu l t  and eventfu l t imes 
durin g  the fl ight .  They showed us how at 
every m oment and i n  every detai l  God 
cares for those who trust i n  H i m .  We can 
re ly on H i m .  These t imes have enriched 
us sp ir i tua l ly  and have strengthened our 
fa it h . "  Mother often dec lared :  " From 
those days I have l earned i n  a special  way 
to be  absolutely dependent on the Lord 
for everyth ing ,  and He has never fa i led 
us." A n d  father remarked : "This was the 
on ly way to make us understand  other 
people 's suffering and loss and to be able 
to he lp  them . "  As a fami ly  we had learned 
to appreciate much more al l  the posit ive 
th ings i n  l ife and to be m uch more 
tha n kfu l .  We also rea l ized it was not to be 
taken for granted to have a roof  over your 
head, or to possess a bed i nto which you 
can s l i p  when t i red ,  or  to have enough 
food to satisfy you r  hunger .  How precious 
the m ost s imple matters and utensi ls  in 
the house became to us! (Ep h .  5 :25 and 
27 . )  And l i fe itself was the most valuable 
present! How many thousands had lost it 
dur ing those last weeks and months! 

Through a l l  these experiences God had 
spoken very seriously and persona l ly  to 
my two s isters and me .  Our  parents and 
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Martha had a d i rect re lat ionship to the 
Lord Jesus Chr ist ,  and throughout our 
o rdeal they had l ived accord ing ly.  But 
one cou ld  not have said the same of us. 
From our ch i ldhood on we knew the 
good way through the upbring ing  of our 
parents,  but we had not yet personal ly 
started it .  The "general fa ith" had a lways 
been there,  but the c lear persona l  deci 
s ion to fol low and obey Jesus Chri st and 
H is word and the assurance of H i s  salva
tion was st i l l  lacking .  We al l  had ex· 
perienced m i raculous he lp and gu idance 
dur ing our  fl ight .  So one even i n g  in  a 
service we three g i r ls  decided whole ·  
heartedly to fo l low Jesus,  Who had 
sacrificed H i mself fo r our  salvat ion from 
sin , and we confessed i t  publ ic ly .  This 
was a very happy day for our whole fam i ly 
and marked the com mencement of  our 
Christ ian l ives.  I t  decided not o n ly our 
personal l ives,  but a lso our partners in 
marr iage later on.  None of us would have 
considered the idea of  marrying a non·  
Chr ist ian husband ,  no matter now n ice he 
m ight  have been from a human point  of 
v iew .  We had seen too many Chr ist ian 
g i r ls tak ing non-Christ ian h usbands with 
the result ing d i fficult ies in marriage and 
fam i ly l i fe. We learned that harmony in 
the psyche and spir itual  matters was 
more important than purely sexual mat· 
ters. 



Chapter 9 

Frankfurt 
In Frankfurt/Main ,  father  became the 

pastor  of  an  evangel ical  church known as 
the "Nordost Gemeinde ,"  which had been 
tota l l y  bombed out during the war.  Many 
of the church members were scattered ; 
some of  the fami l ies with ch i ldren  had 
been evacuated to the country because of  
the constant bombardments.  Sometimes 
whole schools had been moved i nto the 
country because school  rout ine had 
become impossib le-th e  bombing  had 
taken p lace day and n i g ht-and often the 
parents had to stay i n  town because of  
their  jobs and ob l igat ions .  

Frankfurt had been very badly de
stroyed: most o f  the  schoo l s  a n d  
churches ,  a s  wel l  as t e n  thousand apart
ments ,  were razed or ru ined.  Blocks upon 
blocks o f  bu i ld ings were devastated and 
thousands of people had been k i l led or  
burned i n  the ra ids .  Our church and the 
whole area around it was a scene of 
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Bombed out Fran k furt city center shortly afte r the Sec

ond World War. 

By courtesy and kind permission of Heinz Eberl 

dest ruct ion .  The vicarage was a lso gone.  
So the sma l l  remnant of  Christ ians in  that 
church gathered every Sunday in a room 
of an intact schoo l .  

O u r  fami ly  had t o  look around for a n  
apartment  i n  that hope less l y  over
crowded city.  Because accommo dations 
i n  th is bom barded c i ty were so scarce, 
the town authorit ies strictly rat ioned l iv
ing space to a m i n imum number  of 
square yards per person so that most 
apartments had to take in addit ional  peo
ple .  

We were very happy that the church 
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The reb u i l t  city center of Fran kfurt today. 

By courtesy and kind permission of Heinz Ebert 

elders had found room for our  fam i l y  of 
f ive in  a widow's apartment- 1 112 rooms 
with a k itchen and a bathroom,  both of 
which we had to share w ith the owner.  
Our housekeeper had a small  bedroom 
about a mi le 's walk away. 

When the schools had started afresh 
after the end of the war, my s ister and I 
had continued h i g h  scho o l  l i fe for severa l 
months in Neuenk i rchen .  We found a 
good h igh  school i n  Frankfurt-but it too 
was partly bombed.  At fi rst it was hard to 
get back to schoo l  rout ine after all the ex
periences we had gone through.  How-
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ever, soon we caught up and enjoyed the 
chal lenge of learn ing aga in .  I a lso con
t inued my musical educat i o n  on the 
v io loncel lo  and l ater on the organ .  

After a few weeks we moved i nto a 
three-room apartment .  

My parents took g reat pa ins to bu i ld  up 
the church again .  One o f  father's fi rst in
tent ions was to rebui l d  a church from the 
ru ins .  But how could it  be  done? Fi rst , 
there were no f inances.  Peop le  were very 
poor: many of  them had lost everyth ing  
by bombing or  by f lee i n g ,  a n d  then  the  
German mark (money) had been d rasti-

) 
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The o l d  bu i ld ing  of father's church i n  Fran kfurt before 

the bombardment. 



Another v iew of my father's bombed out church-on the 

r ight .  

By kind permission o f  Heinz Eberl 

Frankfurt after a bombi n g  raid.  To the left i s  father 's 
bombed out church. 

By kind permission of Heinz Eberl 
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Clean ing the o l d  br icks from our bombed church in  

Fran kfurt to bu i ld  the new bui ld ing ( 1 953). 

ca l ly deva lued .  Second ,  even if money 
had not been so scarce,  there were no 
mater ia ls  to be had. Germany was 
econom ical ly  ru ined.  

So the Ch ristians prayed for gu idance 
in  th is  matter. They cam e  to the fo l low
ing conc lus ion: the members of the 
church would themselves  rebu i ld  a very 
s imple church bu i ld ing  from the ruins of 
the bombed old church . Everybody 
would sacri fice as many hours per week 
as possib le  for bu i ld ing  labor. Women 
and ch i ldren cleaned the mortar off of the 
o ld bricks .  Then the men were to start a 
new bu i ld ing  with the c l eaned bricks.  We 



My father's church 

restored 1 960. 

By courtesy and kind permission of Heinz Eberl 
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had a variety of  craftsmen among our 
congregat ion . Everybody he lped accord
ing to his sk i l l  and ab i l ity .  The co l labora
t ion i n  th is work between the Christ ians 
o f  var ious  soc ia l  and p rofessi o n a l  
backgrounds-meanwhi le  s ing ing and 
shar ing their  everyday l i fe with one 
another-produced a f ine commun ity. 

We were often reminded of  the rebui ld 
ing of  the c i ty wal l s  of  Jerusalem under 
the prophet Nehemiah ,  where they a l l  
worked s ide by s ide with s imi lar  results. 

When our s imple church was f in ished, 
we al l  felt  it was a part of us .  Now every 
member started to invite non-Christian 
fr iends, as we now had room to seat 
them . Father he ld Gospel Campaigns 
and put extra emphasis on ch i ldren's and 
young people 's  work .  Young people  
regular ly  fetched ch i ld ren from non
Christ ian fam i l ies to ch i ld ren's Sunday 
Schoo l ,  because the streets were not safe 
for ch i ldren to go a lone .  So attendance at 
a l l  the church's act iv it ies g rew rapidly,  
and after very few years this rebui lt  sanc
tuary became too sma l l .  As th ings in  Ger
many had improved much,  the church 
members were in  a posit ion to en large 
and decorate the sanctuary. 

Meanwh i l e  a new vicarage had a lso 
been constructed, into which our  fam i ly 
had moved. 

Church l i fe flourished : young people ,  
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The author a n d  her fam i l y .  

old people , educated ,  and uneducated 
became Ch rist ians .  A number of them 
became act ive and helped in the church 
and in  the i r  homes to win others for 
Chr ist. 

My two s isters and I were also engaged 
in work among young people and -ch il
dren.  Our church was one of the very few 
Bible-bel iev ing evangelical churches i n  
Fran kfurt-and Fran kfurt i s  known a s  a 
very l iberal a n d  mater ial i st i c  c i ty .  
Formerly i t  was  the  seat  o f  the  
Rothsc h ilds '  f i n a n c i al e m p i re ,  even  
though i t  had  been very ant i-Sem it ic 
before the Rothsch ilds' t ime.  Because 
our church was an active evangelical 
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church , American Christ ians from the 
U.S.  Occupat ion Author it ies often jo ined 
in  Chr ist ian fe l lowshi p  with us .  We 
helped and had fel lowship  with m issions 
who came over to Germany after the war 
to start their work there and looked for 
contacts ,  such as the Navigators,  Youth 
for Christ ,  and Ch i ld  Evangel ism.  

After h igh  school and g raduat ion ,  my 
o lder  s ister ,  Rosemar ie, started to study 
theology, I studied music ,  and Chr ist iane 
stud i ed i nter ior a rch itecture.  Dur ing one 
year, 1 950, we a l l  became engaged to 
Christ ian young men.  



Chapter 1 0  

Reliving 
Youthful 
Memories 

I n  the summer o f  1980, m y  husband 
and I had the pr iv i lege of  trave l i ng  in  two 
eastern European countr ies .  We used the 
opportun ity to dr ive north  and vis i t  my 
old home town , Go l lnow, where I had 
spent so many happy years of ch i ldhood.  
We were shocked when we got there .  

The beaut i fu l  o ld  house in  which we 
had l ived had d isappeared without a t race 
and most of the o l d  Hanseatic houses had 
exper ienced the same fate .  In the place of 
the old houses, b lock upon b lock of  most 
shoddy mass s lums had been erected
on the foundat ions of the old houses. 

My old pr imary school-where we had 
cared for the sick refugees-was sti l l  
stand ing , but the h igh school was gone.  



Gol l  now:  
The church before 

the war. The tower 

was damaged by 

art i l lery dur ing the 
Russ ian s iege.  

The same v iew to·  

day with the 

restored church 

tower. 



Another city gate 

before the war . 

. . . and after the 
war today. 
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The church in which father  served as a 
m i n ister fo r many years had been pre
served , but was now Roman Catho l ic .  The 
church tower had been part ly  shot away 
dur ing the f ight ing and on ly  p rovis iona l ly  
repai red in  a shortened fo rm . 

The city wa l l  in a l l  its o ld  beauty was 
sti l l  stand ing ,  but the s lums made a 
r id icu lous contrast against i t .  

But  the g reatest shock of a l l  has yet to 
be related . Not on ly  was not a s ing le  face 
i n  my home town recogn i zab le ,  but the 
whole culture and language of my youth 
was gone, too. No one spoke a word of 
German, even the name of the town was 
transl iterated i nto Po l i sh .  The streets had 
a l l  been renamed and the empty shops 
had Pol i sh inscr ipt ions on them.  

Th is  was an ent irely strange city to  me 
and had  noth ing to  do w i th  my o ld  ch i ld 
hood wor ld .  

Unsuccessfu l ly  we tr ied to get a bed fo r 
our  party fo r the n ight ,  but there was no 
room and certa in ly  no food .  After a long 
consultation between the e ight of us on 
the street (one West German and five 
East Germans had traveled with us), we 
f ina l l y  decided to t ry to f ind a t ransport 
camp. We drove qu ite a way out and 
eventua l ly  found a camp with one or two 
buses stand ing i n  front of i t .  On enter ing ,  
the propriet ress g reeted us k indly ,  and
wonder of wonders-even in  German.  



Gol l now: The city 
gate before the 

war .  

Gol l now: The city 

gate now. 
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She bus ied around and produced from 
secret doors an excel lent meal fo r a l l  
e ight of  us .  I t  consisted of  vegetable 
soup, fish , bread, and some Pol ish 
de l icacies. Afterward some of the East 
Germans,  who had accompan ied us on 
th is  journey, got out the i r  gu i tars and we 
al l  sang spir itua ls .  The proprietress l i ked 
th is ,  but said the commun ists d idn ' t ,  so 
would we please wa it unt i l  a l l  the  other 
guests had gone and the door was c losed.  
We d id .  Afterward one of  our  West Ger
man fr iends went i nto the back office 
with the good lady and her husband and 
presented her with some new s h i rts and 
chocolate candy.  Her  eyes l it up at th is
you can take anyth ing into Po land as 
long as you leave it there .  Our  Pol ish 
fr iends were abso l utely de l ighted and put 
us up in  neat l i tt le t imbe red huts fo r the 
n ight .  

The next morn ing, after hav ing washed 
in  an open general  bath room for a l l  and 
with very l itt le water and p r i m it ive 
san itary arrangements,  the good lady 
t reated us to a breakfast which was sump
tuous fo r the Poles,  but fo r us westerners 
just sufficed to keep body and soul  
together .  It was Whit  Sunday and our 
West German fr iend and host packed the 
rest of h is presents (brought with h i m  
from West Germany) a n d  presented them 
as a Whitsunt ide g i ft to the p roverty-
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st r icken East German fr iends,  a l l  th ings 
they never can buy in  the i r  shops: coffee,  
choco late, candy bars,  specia l  foods, etc. 
We all stood under the trees in the woods 
and sang a Wh itsuntide hymn and doled 
out the presents. My h usband had to g ive 
a l i tt l e  address, fo l lowed by a prayer. It  
was a most unusual Whitsun service, 
everyone stand ing  i n  the woods with no 
church . 

But the g reatest surpr ise comes last. 
We went to pay our  b i l l ,  which meant a 
s o l e m n  conclave between the  p ro
pr ietress and our West German host. 
Nobody saw these de l iberations-not 
even we.  But two beaming  faces emerged 
after  a per iod of  tense wai t ing-we d id  
not  know whether  o r  not  we had enough 
money for such luxur ies as we had en
joyed .  Now cam e  the supreme moment: 
the b i l l  was 25 DM ( = U .S. $ 1 1) for a l l  
e i g h t  o f  u s ,  i nc lud ing a sumptuous (fo r 
Po land)  even ing  mea l ,  8 beds i n  3 block 
huts, and b reakfast,  we making no 
charge for the even ing g u itar  concert. 
Everybody was de l ighted and we pro
ceeded on our  way to the r igors of  
another  i nspect ion  o n  c ross ing  the 
Po l ish-East German front ier .  

However, our  Mercedes and the East 
German Wart b u rg are  both t h i rsty 
custom ers and n eed gaso l ine .  We had to 
stop at garages to t ry to get some of th is  
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The Benauer Street i n  Berl i n  which i s  the front ier  be·  

tween East and West Ber l i n .  At the poin t  shown an  

80-year-o l d  woman was  shot  dead  by East German pol ice 

as she tr ied to escape the Soviet terror. She jumped out 

of  the window on the eastern s ide to reach the street on 

the western s ide .  As she fel l  she was shot. 

mater ia l . My h usband d i d  not r isk ca l l ing  
it  gaso l ine  because it  had an octane 
rat ing  of about 70 and our motors p ro
tested against such insults.  Hard l y  had 
we stopped at one garage when a s in ister 
figure s id led up to my husband and 
whispered that he  would g ive him a lot 
more East German currency than that 
a l lowed by the offic ia l  rate fo r some gen
uine West German marks. Fortunately 
my h usband had been warned: the s id l ing  
figure wou ld  probably have tu rned out  to  
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The in famous Ber l in  Wa l l  erected by the Soviets from 

mater ia ls  bought in  the west. It i s  about 1 00 ya rds wide 

and  i s  m i ned .  It is sealed with barbed wire and concrete 

emplaceme nts, together with booby traps which shoot 
a utomatica l ly the u nwary. 

Another view of the Ber l in  Wall taken from the western 
side showi ng  the watchtowers o n  the eastern side. A 

soldier is on patrol on the eastern s ide.  
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be a government info rmer who would 
then have arrested us for contraven ing  
communist currency regulat ions .  The 
pressure of spying and info rming is very 
g reat in a l l  the east so that o ne is g lad to 
get over the frontier and breathe free a i r  
once more. 

But another shock awaited us: we had 
been forced to buy slot ies and East Ger
man marks, but no garage wou l d  accept 
them to f i l l  up a western car wi th  
gaso l ine. Gasol ine cost at that t ime about 
70 pfennigs  per l iter i n  West Germany. 
We had to pay i n  West German marks in 
Po land 2 DM for a l iqu id  which passed as 
gaso l i ne.  Under the communist currency 
laws the East Germans and the Po les a re 
not a l lowed to buy western currenc ies. 
But here we found a state-owned garage 
doing that which is  fo rb idden for the o r
d inary civ i l i an ,  namely buy ing  western 
currency. 

In Poland and in  East Germany we met 
act ive g roups of evan gel ical  Christ ians 
who sti l l  stand  f i rm and suffer b itterly for 
i t .  Often their ch i ldren a re not a l lowed to 
study in  u n ivers it ies or  occupy better 
state or c iv i l  posit ions.  But the h unger for 
God's  word and for Christ ian fel lowsh ip is  
very g reat . The posit ion of  the few 
evangel icals i n  Poland is aggravated by 
their being  a smal l  minority u nder a ru l 
ing  state church .  



Chapter 1 1  

Outlook 

Recent ly my husband and I took part in  
a seminar  for professors:  scient ists ,  
phi losophers,  and theologians .  I n  the 
course of the conversat ion , one scientist 
suddenly  asked the question :  "Do you 
be l ieve in  a personal  Devi l?"  Fi rst he  ad
dressed one of the theologians .  "No , "  the 
theo logian answered , " I  do not be l ieve in  
a personal  Dev i l .  There is  no evidence for 
i t .  I be l ieve in  good and evi l .  Only  
pr im it ive people imagine personified 
good and evi l . "  Now the same q uest ion 
was put to my h usband, a natural scien
t ist .  H e  answered in  the affi rmative, he 
be l ieved in  a personal  Dev i l .  Then a 
phi losopher,  a dear lady professor,  said 
the fol lowing :  "When I was a g i rl of about 
10 years old,  we had ne ighbors who were 
very decent peop le .  The Nazis came to 
power and sta rted spying on everyone.  
S u d d e n l y  o u r  n e i g h b o rs b e c a m e  
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changed people in  a matte r of a few 
weeks. They began to denounce the i r  
ne ig hbors in  the  v i l l age and brought  a 
number  of  them into concentrat ion 
camps,  a l l  s imply in  the intent of the i r  
own promotion in  the ran ks of  the Nazis .  
They appeared to have become pos
sessed by evil  powers"-or so it seemed 
to the lady professor as a ch i l d .  'They 
were d i fferent persons from what they 
were before :  I th ink  evi l  can certa in ly  be 
person i fied . "  

Many people today look with aston ish
ment at the h i story of Germany and cen
tral Europe and express the convict ion 
that such cou ld  never happen again
either  i n  Europe or  i n  other  countr ies.  Al l  
the exper iences through wh ich people 
have been have taught them , so they 
th ink ,  a f inal  lesson personal ly  and 
pol i t ica l ly .  Not necessar i ly  so ! 

Some t ime ago my husband was con
fronted dur ing a p rogram on the South 
German TV network ent i t led "How to 
Form Publ ic Opin ion ,"  by the quest ion 
whether he thought  that Germany would 
ever  fa l l  i nto Naz ism or someth ing  
sim i lar  aga in  in  the future .  He rep l ied :  
"The fact that German pub l ic  op in ion  i s  
be ing man ipu lated da i ly  i n  favor of  
socia l ism scarce ly d ist i n g uishable from 
commun ism proves the point .  Germany 
is  fa l l i ng  into exact ly the same trap aga in .  
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The great secret of the avoidance of dic
tato rsh i p  in a people not predominant ly 
evange l ical l ies i n  unb iased publ ic  infor
mat ion . The present news systems in the 
western wor ld ,  be they pol it ical  or scien
t if ic ,  a re h i g h ly b iased in favor of  
materia l i sm ,  wh ich w i l l  never g ive the 
peo p l e  the s t r e n g t h  o f  c h a racte r  
necessary to  prevent a recurrence of  
tota l i tar ian ism , wh ich is  as natural to  
man (th at i s  to non-Chr ist ian , carnal man) 
as breath ing .  It l ies in  us ,  that  i s  i n  the 
natural  man , to be tota l i tar ian-even in  
our C h r ist ian and democrat ic organ iza
t ions we have to beware of  i t .  Only the l iv
ing Ch r ist ,  th rough H is l iv ing  Wo rd , is 
capab l e  of  changing a man 's heart so as 
to prevent the v ictory of the natural man 
as seen i n  b rown fascism and red com
mun ism.  Every man is capable  of every
th ing-o f  H i t ler 's  or Sta l in ' s  works i n  
thought a n d  deed , o r ,  in  contrast, o f  the 
works of  the Spi r it  of God in  thought and 
deed-depend ing  on wh ich spi r it we da i 
ly  g ive our  heart to ."  

The secret of stopping a recurrence of 
tota l i tar ian ism l i es in  the ab i l ity of the 
po l it ica l  and re l ig ious leaders ,  as wel l  as 
the "grass roots ,"  not to seek for abso lute 
power for personal pu rposes,  but to 
rea l ize that each ind iv idual  is  an ad
m i n istrator and execut ive fo r Chr ist o n  
earth and is respons ib le  before H im for 
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h imself ,  h is community, and his environ
ment .  

As long as mass media are at enmity to 
that pr inciple and the people l isten to th is  
ma leducation instead of God's advice 
through His word, there is  not much hope 
of  stopping the rapid ar is ing of  new 
tyrann ies .  

P revent ing h isto ry from repeat i n g  
itself can on ly b e  accompl ished i f  a large 
percentage of  the people and the leaders 
possess Chr ist 's  m ind through H i s  spir it  
and close d iscip leship .  The more that 
people in  impo rtant posit ions arrange 
the i r  l ives, as wel l  as influence those of 
their nat ion ,  in accordance with the wi l l  
of  God,  the g reater the  poss ib i l ity that 
h istory wi l l  not repeat itse lf .  A l l  of us 
have to work act ively toward th is  goa l .  

H i story will repeat itse l f  i f  w e  either 
forget i t  or  do not know it  and its l essons. 
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